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ZONTA INTERNATIONAL BIENNIUM
GOALS 2020-2022
Goal 1: Programs and Projects
• Zonta’s pilot Women in Technology
Scholarship continues.
• The Young Women in Public Affairs Award
and Jane M. Klausman Women in Business
Scholarship Programs.
• Education and elimination of gender-based
violence are two key elements.
• Zonta’s voice must be heard:
Zonta Says No to Violence Against Women.
Goal 2: Membership
• Membership Retention (61 countries as of
January 2020).
• Education Award Winners and Awardee
Alumnae are encouraged to become
Zontians.
• Future Leaders - ZI provides professional
development and mentoring tools.
Goal 3: Financial Resources
• Donations to the Zonta International
Foundation meet of exceed the biennial
fundraising goals.
• Donations to the Endowment funds for
sustainability and growth of the Foundation
towards achieving the long-term goal of
US$10,000,000.
• Zonta International Foundation will expand
awareness and visibility.
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TRANSITIONS, CHANGES & NEW OPPORTUNITIES
DISTRICT 17

District 17’s Theme for 2020-2022 Biennium
The Link to the Future is NOW
Embrace the New Normal with Optimism for Women

N ew Normal.....

COVID-19 challenges worldwide to WOMEN,children,
the handicapped, the elderly and the marginalized.

O ptimism.....

Everything must pass; collectively we must be resilient and look to the future
and go forward in solidarity and with confidence into Zonta’s Second Century.

W omen.....

Comprise 49.6% of the world’s population (7.8 billion people in 2020) .
We remain under-represented in many areas.

District 17’s and the “3R’s”
Recover • Rebuild • Rehabilitate
We must implement the 3Rs… and help recover, rebuild, rehabilitate broken families
and communities through our existing service projects. Our District encompasses a large portion
of East & South East Asia with different cultures and traditions, thus, projects in one country or
Area may not be relevant to the other. Nevertheless the needs are the same and we do our best
to respond by adapting the projects to the needs of our respective communities.

BUILD A STRONG TEAM …
IN ORDER FOR US TO MOVE FORWARD.
TOGETHER WE CAN ACHIEVE MORE
AND DEFINITELY WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE
IN THE LIVES OF SO MANY WOMEN AND GIRLS.
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Message
“Amidst this pandemic, Zontians remain optimistic.”

Chavali Pamela Osathanugrah
Governor, Zonta International District 17
Greetings and Sawasdee Ka, Fellow Zontians!
Welcome to The LINK… our official District 17 Magazine for 2020-2022 Biennium.
Salute to the first Biennium in Zonta’s second century! I do hope everyone is keeping safe and well during these challenging
times.
The Zonta International Biennium Theme ‘Transitions, Changes and New Opportunities’ bring us all into a virtual world of
Zoom, Meet Meetings and Webinars; therefore, fellowship, as we Zontians are accustomed to, has disappeared and became
a ‘thing of the past’... we do have to take advantage of New Opportunities whenever they present themselves; in order for us
to maximize our potential in reaching out to help marginalized women and girls, who need our help now more than ever during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
In the past 12 months most of our Clubs District-wide have been the first responders to the Frontliners fighting the COVID-19.
We are all rallying together to ‘Recover, Rebuild and Rehabilitate’ broken families and communities. More than half of our
District are in partial lockdown and the rest have to observe social distancing. We do have to rely on social media to bring our
messages across. Nothing will stop us Zontians from reaching out to those who need our help.
Our District is comprised of the Philippines, Singapore, Hong Kong, Macau, Malaysia and Thailand. As of 31 May 2020 we have
2,544 members and 81 Clubs. We are proud to say we are the largest District in the Zonta world.
The first two months of the Biennium were filled with virtual meetings and orientations; the District Leadership Development
Committee held Trainings for Club officers and directors over a four-week period. On 22 August 2020 we held our first District
Board meeting via Zoom, a first in our District! Over a span of four days 29 August - 5 September 2020 we also held Zoom
Orientation of our District Biennial Goals for all Club Officers and members across the District. Our impressive Area 4 Meeting
took place on 9 January 2021 via Zoom from Ilocos Norte. The next day the second District Board Meeting via Zoom took place.
There was a flurry of themed Club Installation events throughout August, September, October, November, December 2020 with
the last Installation event on 13 February 2021, all of which have boosted our morale. Our fellow Zontians’ enthusiasm and
commitment to the causes of Zonta are infectious. Amidst this pandemic, Zontians remain optimistic. And we have a number
of New Members in each Club joining our ranks. The UN Day events took place via Zoom in Areas 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 clubs in
October. The Zonta Says No to Violence against Women and Girls and 16 Days of Activism were observed by all 6 Areas via
Zoom and physically face to face.
The Philippines was also hit hard by a series of back-to-back typhoons in late October and into November. Those in Areas 1, 3,
and 4 were very much affected. However, the Zontians throughout the Philippines were ready to help all those who needed it.
And the Zontians’ resiliency prevailed; even in difficult times, they continued to respond to the needs of Zonta as well.
‘The Link to the Future is NOW. Let us Embrace the New Normal with Optimism for Women’... this is our District Tagline
for this 2020-2022 Biennium. In the past 12 months this tagline does ring true.
Looking forward to seeing and hearing about your plans for the Biennium, and to meeting you all soon! Please take care and
stay safe and well.

DISTRICT 17
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Zontian Through and Through
As a community organizer and a staunch supporter of women’s
rights, Chavali Pamela Jotikasthira Osathanugrah, or simply
“Pam”, relishes the respect and admiration of her peers in the
fields of business, civic organizations and government.

region. She continues to
raise awareness to the
plight
of
marginalized
women and girls, that
of older persons, and
persons and children with
disabilities and always
ready to provide firsthand assistance whenever
necessary.

Born and raised in the U.S.A., she has also lived in Switzerland
and England before earning her Bachelor’s Degree in History and
Political Science from Goucher College in Baltimore, Maryland,
U.S.A. in 1979. Eight years later, she obtained her Master’s
Degree in Business Administration from Bangkok University,
Bangkok, Thailand. She went on to work as an intern at the
United Nations HQ, NY, U.S.A. and the Royal Thai Embassy,
Washington, D.C., U.S.A. Married to Ratch Osathanugrah, she
has two sons, Natee and Katha. On the business front, she is the
Director of Shiseido (Thailand) Co., Ltd.

DG Pam is the proud recipient of several Awards. Among the
accolades that made her proudest are the National Outstanding
Woman of the Year Award by the Ministry of Social Development
and Human Security, given by the Government of Thailand, in
conjunction with the National Council of Women of Thailand; the
National Woman of the Year Award from the Association for the
Promotion of the Status of Women in Thailand; Second-class
Medal of the Thai Red Cross Order; National Woman Volunteer
of the Year Award from the Catholic Commission for Women;
National Outstanding Mother of the Year Award from the National
Council on Social Welfare of Thailand; Area Achievement and
Leadership Award, 1st Place, at the 18th Zonta International
District Conference in 2015.

With such credentials and dedication to her civic causes and
family, it is not surprising that “Pam” would be bestowed the
highest trust in Zonta International District 17 as Governor
for Biennium 2020-2022. In fact, from the time she joined the
Zonta Club of Bangkok II, her leadership qualities were not left
unnoticed as she was immediately appointed as Vice Chair
for Area 6, District 17 United Nations Committee (2010-2012);

Indeed, there is no limit in what she can offer! And what is her
formula for success? Simple! It boils down to four traits: sincerity,
compassion, honesty, and transparency. She has the intuitive
ability to compromise with and respect the decisions of others.
She can work effectively and yield results, whether she’s alone
or as a team member.
Her goals for advancing the objects of Zonta International in
District 17 during this biennium are:
Firstly, she commits to follow the three Goals set by ZI
President Sharon Langenbeck;
President (2012-2014); Area 6 Director (2014-2016); Committee
Chair,Young Women in Public Affairs Award (2016-2018);
Lieutenant Governor and concurrently Chair, Membership
Committee. On top of that, she was appointed Member of Zonta
International UN Committee in the same biennium. (2018-2020).

Secondly, she will continue to plan and implement projects
and activities aligned with the Zonta International objectives
to empower women and girls in the local communities – to
end gender-based violence against women and girls, to end
teenage pregnancy and early marriage, and to promote
gender equality.

DG Pam has been recognized for her outstanding achievements
as a Zontian. She made a mark for her exceptional “Zonta Says
No to Violence Against Women and Girls” campaigns and her
“STOP Teen Mom” which was launched at the Siam Paragon’s
Major Cineplex on March 5, 2016. During the said launch, a short
video on the perils of teenage pregnancy aptly titled “Before and
After” was featured. An exhibition displaying Zonta’s message,
history, programs and projects, and the alarming statistics of
teenage pregnancy in Thailand was placed in the foyer of the
cinema for one week. The exhibition raised public awareness on
the plight of teenage pregnancies.

She
believes
that
for
empowerment of women to
be effective, empowering
each other is necessary.
For her, it is imperative to
continue educating women
and girls on their rights. She
stresses the significance
and necessity for change in
attitude, beliefs, traditions,
and cultural norms.

True to her calling, DG Pam served as
President of the International Women’s
Club of Thailand (IWC), of which her
late mom was a Life Member, and is
now in her second three-year term
as President of the Pan Pacific and
Southeast Asia Women’s Association
of Thailand (PPSEAWA), the only
international women’s organization
devoted to families, peace and
understanding in the Asia Pacific

With that, she states: “Influence the ‘INFLUENCERS’ so goals
and plans can be implemented. Expansion must continue without
compromising equality. Support youth as part of decisionmaking. Golden Z clubs and ZI Education Programs awardees
are Zonta’s future. Let’s plan beyond Zonta’s 100 Years; we must
ensure dignity, equality with men in all aspects, and opportunity
for women and girls”.
No doubt, that makes her a pure Zontian through and through.
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Message
Sharon Langenbeck
President, Zonta International
and Zonta Foundation for Women

“... work to engage new members to join us in our
efforts to empower all women and girls
and achieve gender equality”

Dear District 17 Zontians,
I hope this message finds you all safe and well.
The first half of the Biennium 2020-2022 has been a busy time for Zonta Work.
We also celebrated the 101st birthday of Zonta International. And I am happy to note that District 17 landed 2nd on the
leaderboard for the Every Member Every November District Challenge. My sincerest thanks to each and every one of you who
made a donation to the Zonta Foundation for Women through this challenge. You are truly making a difference for women and
girls!
I commend all the clubs of District 17 for exemplifying Zonta Says No to Violence Against Women Campaign during the 16 days
of Activism (25 November - 10 December 2020). Governor Chavali has shared some of the planned activities in your district,
and I look forward to seeing more of the actions you take to raise awareness of, and prevent, violence against women and girls.
Please be sure to share these actions via the Zonta Says NO website at https://zontasaysno.com/.
I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome the members of the new Zonta Club of Samar and the Zonta Club of General
Santos in the Philippines. Thank you for joining us! I hope District 17 clubs will continue to work to engage new members to join
us in our efforts to empower all women and girls and achieve gender equality.
Thank you again for your support and dedication.

Sharon knows firsthand what it means for Zonta to empower
women. After being awarded the Amelia Earhart Fellowship in
1977 and 1978 as a Ph.D. student in mechanical and aerospace
engineering, she actively sought out membership and joined
the Zonta Club of Santa Clarita Valley, USA in 1979. Since
then she has served in many leadership positions, including
International Amelia Earhart Fellowship Committee chairman,
international director, vice president and president-elect. In
her professional career, she worked in large, diverse matrix
organizations, which required leadership and management
skills to meet the competing and highly demanding tasks of

DISTRICT 17

numerous projects and programs. Sharon’s desire to give back
to Zonta for awarding her the fellowships is what keeps her
motivated to support Zonta’s work for women’s equality. Sharon
is very proud to be the first Amelia Earhart Fellow to serve as
Zonta’s president. As international president, Sharon’s focus is
to strategically maximize Zonta’s effectiveness in empowering
women by providing educational opportunities for women and
girls to achieve economic independence, eliminating violence
against women, and engaging young professionals and Zonta
awardees in the organization.

4

Biennium 2020-2022 | Issue #1

Message
“Let’s be creative and use our time wisely
for co-creating better future
for the girls and women!”

Salla Tuominen
District 17 Liaison
Vice President, Zonta International
and Zonta Foundation for Women

Zonta biennium 2020-2022 is in full swing. The circumstances for the start of the biennium have been very unique. The
unprecedented consequences of the COVID-19 virus disease outbreak are being felt around the world. Zonta International as
a global organization has also experienced challenges arising out of the pandemic crisis with continued membership decline.
The ongoing crisis has also negative effects on gender equality. Going forward it is crucial that policymakers step up not only
their efforts to respond to the crisis’s immediate effects but the efforts to reestablish the path towards a more equal society for
men and women. Even in the middle of the crisis the societies have to have a plan for the sustainable future. We Zontians can
be a part of the plan and the solution. Zonta International has a long experience with tireless advocacy and service work for
gender equality. In the middle of the crisis we Zontians can be indefatigable believers in better world. We know that small steps
may be the most stable steps. We just need to take care that those steps are taken forward!
Despite all negativity related to the current situation I would encourage all of us, however, to pay attention to the opportunities
arising out of the crisis. Look at for example which bold steps we have taken in the digitalization within Zonta. Many clubs have
transferred to operate through virtual or hybrid meetings and have arranged also the first virtual fundraising events. We shall
continue our advocacy and service projects despite the crisis. It might require that we move from traditional and well-tried
practices to something new. It is also important that we keep communicating on our activities in order to spread the word on
our work and mission. Let’s be creative and use our time wisely for co-creating better future for the girls and women!
I take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for your dedication to improve the lives of women and girls locally and
globally! Keep up the good work in the name of Zonta’s mission and vision. Together we are strong!

Salla is a third-generation Zontian since 2005 and a member of
the Zonta Club of Helsinki I, Finland, District 20.

Salla has a master’s degree in law from University of Helsinki.
She is a partner at the international law firm DLA Piper, where
she specializes in corporate law, mergers and acquisitions, and
capital markets transactions. In autumn 2019 she was awarded
by Finnish Bar Association as one of the legal influencers in
Finland for her work for advancing the status of women and girls
through Zonta International.

She is the Vice President of Zonta International & Zonta
International Foundation and member of the Executive
Committee. During the biennium of 2018-2020 she was a
member of the Board of Directors of Zonta International and
Zonta International Foundation (Director). Before that, she has
served as amember of the international Advocacy Committee
and governor, lieutenant governor, area director, vice area
director and district secretary of Zonta International District 20
covering Finland and Estonia.

Salla’s interests include in addition to Zonta various sports such
as skiing, mountaineering, ringette and taekwondo as well as
spending time with her dogs and reading.
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Message
“Mastering the basics of parliamentary
procedure can be quite daunting to both new
and experienced Zontians.”

Olivia A. Ferry
D17 Parliamentarian
Zonta Past International President

Congratulations to DG Pam, to the Editorial staff and the contributors to this first edition of the District Governor’s magazine,
which is most appropriately called The Link. A lot of inspired effort has gone into the composition of this first edition, and I am
pleased to have the opportunity to address you in this very important issue of The Link as your Parliamentarian this biennium.
I am sure many of you feel ill-equipped to participate in a Conference’s/Convention’s unique style of dialogue and deliberation,
and not a few Zontians with leadership abilities decline nomination for Club President because of a fear of running meetings
in accordance with Zonta’s parliamentary procedure. This is understandable because mastering the basics of parliamentary
procedure can be quite daunting to both new and experienced Zontians. Yet, whether you are a Chairperson or a voting
member, you will want to be able to exercise commonly accepted rules for the decision-making process in meetings of all kinds
– whether you are at a board meeting, committee meeting, area meeting, district conference or international convention. Why?
Because you want to ensure: (a) that the business of the board or the assembly gets accomplished in an orderly and properly
considered manner in accordance with the will of the majority of members and (b) there is a reasonable opportunity for the
voices of both the majority and the minority to be heard on any question. Formal meeting procedures is highly important in large
gatherings, but truth to tell, formality can actually hinder business in a meeting of fewer than about a dozen people, so much
so that even Robert’s Rules of Order (Newly Revised 12th Edition), Zonta’s parliamentary authority, recommends more relaxed
procedures for smaller boards and committees.
To put you more at ease about parliamentary procedure, as D17 Parliamentarian, I would be pleased to help our Zonta leaders
navigate meeting rules. One does not have to be an expert on parliamentary procedure to be an effective leader or board
member. What matters is common courtesy and a culture that encourages honest, open, and fair dialogue and deliberation.
In Zonta we serve!

the District 17 Board.

Olivia Ferry served as the 48th Zonta International President
from 2006-2008, the first and only Asian to date to become
International President of this 100-year-old global organization
of executives and professionals who work together to empower
women and girls world-wide through service and advocacy. She
served in the Zonta International Board for 6 years, in the Zonta
International Foundation Board for 4 years, and in the District
17 Board for 4 years, where she served as D17 Governor in
1994 to 1996. She is Past President of the Zonta Club of Makati
and Environs and was Chairman of several International and
District Committees, including Chairman of the International
Nominating Committee and Chairman of the International
Membership Committee. She currently serves as a member of
the International Endowment Committee and holds several key
positions in District 17 including Parliamentarian and Adviser of

DISTRICT 17

Professionally, Olivia worked in various fields and disciplines
including market research, education, animation, broadcast
media, publishing, advertising, and sports and capped her
career when she became Chief Executive Officer and Country
Manager of the Philippine operation of IMS Health Inc. and
head of its Asia Pacific Regional Data Center, serving in both
capacities for several decades. Olivia completed her Master’s
degree in Business Administration, major in Marketing, from the
University of California in Los Angeles. She is married to Don
Ferry, an equally accomplished lawyer who holds a Doctor of
Juridical Science degree from Yale University with whom she has
3 children. Olivia has 7 grandchildren.

6

Biennium 2020-2022 | Issue #1

Message
“Zonta envisions a world that recognizes
women’s rights as human rights and
allows women to reach her full potential“

Carolina Balotro
Editor-in-Chief
Welcome to the maiden issue of the Link!

True to what Zonta envisioned for us – a world that recognizes women’s rights as human rights and allows women to reach her
full potential – the COVID-19 pandemic did not stop us in proving just that!
We remained undaunted about the changes brought about by the pandemic. In less that few months after the start of the
Biennium 2020-2022, we immediately adjusted to a different way of doing things. Our service projects and activities evolved to
more virtual, rather than face to face and physical.
It was not easy! Engaging people and making things happen through zoom meetings and webinars posed a great challenge.
But we managed!
We are proud of what we, Zontians, have achieved – the club inductions, UN Day, the 16 days of Activism, Every Member Every
November District Challenge, International Day of the Girl Child, Rose Day and holding our own versions of community pantries
with our own superheroes .
And all these efforts were not left unnoticed, as Governor Pam on December 28 ,2020, by way of expressing her gratitude for
everything the Zontians have done despite the challenges, treated everyone to an unprecedented “A Thanksgiving Christmas
and New Year Celebration”, musical event featuring great Thai and Filipino artists.
But as we move on to achieve a semblance of normalcy, it is now time for us to document all these. Afterall and I am sure you
will all agree with me, this Biennium 2020-2022 will go down in the history of Zonta International as a period of all “firsts”.
And this “Link” will bring us to the NOW!
Carol joined Zonta Club of Las Piñas, in 1995 as charter member.
Becoming Club President in 2002-2004, she initiated the club’s flagship
project, “Dagdag Kabuhayan Alay sa Kababaihan”, a livelihood project
in partnership with Robles Heritage, manufacturer/exporter of Capiz
shells novelty products. In its 19th year, it has provided additional
income to families of about 300 women to-date. Amidst pandemic, this
project provides livelihood to some 40 women.

Shortly before joining Zonta, Carol was inducted to the Rotary Club of
Las Piñas West, RI D3830 and became Club President in RY2005-2006.
She then assumed various district committee positions. Currently, she
serves as Senior Assistant Governor.
She considers her involvement and engagement in Zonta and Rotary as
paying forward. Coming from humble beginnings, she worked herself
through college and earned her Bachelor of Science in Commerce
degree, major in Accounting, from the Philippine College of Commerce
(now PUP ). She spent 24 years of corporate life with the Ayala Group
of Companies where she rose from the ranks until her early retirement
in 1993 to attend to family businesses. She tracked her career in
Ayala Corporation and its subsidiaries in personnel management,
labor relations and corporate relations. She was Labor Relations and
Corporate Relations Officer at Integrated Microelectronics, Inc., a
semiconductor company with 5,000+ employees, 80% women, and
attributes this assignment to her being drawn to work for the interests
and welfare of women… which she found in Zonta.

Beyond her club, Carol served as District Secretary, 2010-2012 and
Conference Secretary, 16th District 17 Conference 2011 in Manila. In
2012-2014, she was appointed Area 5 Director when the AD resigned.
She was Editor of the District Governor’s official magazine, 2014-2016
and member of the 2016-2018 District Nominating Committee.
As District Service Committee Chairman in 2018-2020, nine clubs from
District 17 (out of 22 grants worldwide) were recipients of ZI Centennial
Anniversary Grant which was awarded to like-minded NGOs partnering
with Zonta club to conduct service projects that directly improve
women’s/girls’ lives. For 2020-2021, Carol is District Leadership
Development Committee Co-Chairman. Concurrently, Editor-in-Chief
of the District Governor’s Newsletter and District Secretary.

CAROLINA VICENTE BALOTRO is married for 46 years to Terry and
blessed with a daughter, Crissie, a Fellow of Philippine Pediatrics
Society and the Philippine Society of Asthma, Allergy & Immunology.
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District 17 Board

Chavali Pamela Jotikasthira Osathanugrah
Governor, District 17
Zonta Club of Bangkok II
chavalizontad17@gmail.com

Ofelia “Lia” Bautista

Susan Dy Lim

Lieutenant Governor
Zonta Club of Greater Rizal 1

District Treasurer
Zonta Club of Metropolitan Pasig

lia.zonta@gmail.com

DISTRICT 17

d17treasurer2020@gmail.com
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District 17 Area Directors

Regina Padilla Geraldez

Tan Ter Yee

Area Director, Area 1
Zonta Club of Manila I

Area Director, Area 2
Zonta Club of Singapore

Teresita Javellana-Apistar

Ligaya Tan Miguel

Area Director, Area 3
Zonta Club of Iloilo City

Area Director, Area 4
Zonta Club of Ilocos Norte

Lizette Jean Fernandez Lim

Soipetch Resanond

Area Director, Area 5
Zonta Club of Metro Ortigas

Area Director, Area 6
Zonta Club of Bangkok V

reginageraldez@gmail.com

teryee.tan@gmail.com

terryapistar@gmail.com

ligayatanmiguel@gmail.com

lizettefernandezlim@gmail.com

resanond@gmail.com
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Olivia A. Ferry
Parliamentarian
Zonta International Past President, 2006-2008
Zonta Club of Makati & Environs

District 17 Secretaries

Rattana Wonglertwit

Duangnabhar Wijitkhuankhan

Carolina Vicente Balotro

Ratipan Janie Panpinij

Zonta Club of Bangkok V

Zonta Club of Bangkok II

Zonta Club of Las Piñas

Zonta Club of Bangkok II

District 17 Nominating Committee

DISTRICT 17

Armita B. Rufino

Rosario Songco Ventura

Monvibha Prachankhadee

Chairman
Area 5 Foundation Ambassador
Zonta Club of Makati & Environs

Member
Vice Chairman Area 1, Leadership
Development Committee
Zonta Club of Quezon City

Member
Zonta Club of Bangkok I
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District 17 Vice Area Directors

Noni A. Pulhin

Maria So

Vice Area 1 Director
Zonta Club of Greater Rizal I

Vice Area 2 Director
Zonta Club of Hongkong II

noni.eaglestar@yahoo.com

mariapmso@hotmail.com

Ma. Teresa Chan

Darie Mamuric

Vice Area 3 Director
Zonta Club of Cebu City

Vice Area 4 Director
Zonta Club of Central Tuguegarao

tessbchan@yahoo.com

darigrace_mamuric@yahoo.com

Lourdes Wallace

Pattaraporn Santathadaporn

Vice Area 5 Director
Zonta Club of Muntinlupa & Environs

Vice Area 6 Director
Zonta Club of Bangkok III

ohnapa@gmail.com

spn_tu@hotmail.com
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Zonta International
Committee Chairs / Members
2020-2022

Olivia A. Ferry

Teresa Lin

Member
Endowment Committee
Zonta Club of Makati & Environs

Chairman
Advocacy Committee
Zonta Club of New Territories

Member (At-Large)
Nominating Committee
Zonta Club of Bangkok I

tlin1288@netnavigator.com

lalivankarn@gmail.com

Winnie Teoh

Sonia Tiong-Aquino

Lorna Mandapat

Regional Representative
for Asia
Membership CommitteeZonta
Club of Kowloon

Regional Representative for Asia
Leadership Development Committee
Zonta Club of Fort Bonifacio

Member
Z & Golden Z Clubs Committee
Zonta Club of Baguio

olivia.ferry@gmail.com

winteohwong.zonta@gmail.com

soniataquino@gmail.com

lornamandapat@gmail.com

Pauline Ng

Orayaporn Karnchanachari

Member
International Women in Technology
Scholarship Committee

Member
United Nations Committee
Zonta E-Club of Thailand I
karnco2011@gmail.com

paulinemwng@gmail.com

DISTRICT 17

Lalivan Karnchanachari
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District 17
Committee Chairs

Malathi Das

Winnie Teoh

Susan Jacinto

Chairman
Advocacy Committee
Zonta Club of Singapore

Chairman
By Laws & Resolutions Committee
Zonta Club of Kowloon

Co-Chairman
By Laws & Resolutions Committee
Zonta Club Mandaluyong-San Juan I

Frances Monje

Sonia Tiong-Aquino

Carolina Vicente Balotro

Chairman
Finance Committee
Zonta Club of Pasig

Co-Chairman
Leadership Development Committee
Zonta Club of Fort Bonifacio

Co-Chairman
Leadership Development Committee
Zonta Club of Las Piñas

Ofelia C. Bautista

Armita Rufino

Nenita Dy

Chairman
Membership Committee
Zonta Club of Greater Rizal I

Chairman
Nominating Committee
Zonta Club of Makati & Environs

Chairman
Public Relations &
Communications Committee
Zonta Club of Makati Ayala

justicia.m@gmail.com

fsmonje@yahoo.com

lia.zonta@gmail.com

winteohwong.zonta@gmail.com

soniataquino@gmail.com

rufinomita@gmail.com
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Committee Chairs

Ma. Imelda S. Gomez

Georgitta P. Puyat

Winnie Wong

Chairman
Service Committee
Zonta Club of Greater Rizal I

Chairman
United Nations Committee
Zonta Club of Makati & Environs

Chairman
Z & Golden Z Clubs Committee
Zonta Club of New Territories

Pauline Ng

Kanungnit Pupatwibul

Angelina Lopez

Chairman
Amelia Earhart Fellowship
Committee
Zonta Club of Hong Kong

Chairman
Jane M. Klausman
Women in Business Scholarship Committee
Zonta Club of Phitsanulok

Chairman
Young Women in Public Affairs
Award (YWPA) Committee
Zonta Club of Makati & Environs

Runcha Boribalburibhand

Kathleen Yip

Teresa Lin

Chairman
Women in Technology
Scholarship Committee
Zonta Club of Bangkok IX

Protocol Officer
Zonta Club of Hong Kong

Chairman
ZFW Ambassadors Committee
Zonta Club of New Territories

dandygomez1209@gmail.com

paulinemwng@gmail.com

bengpuyat@yahoo.com

kanungnit.tim@gmail.com

kathyyippho@yahoo.com

runchaboribal@me.com
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District 17
Committee Chairs

Narudee Kiengsiri

Kanchana Saisiriporn

Co-Chairman
District Conference Organizing Committee
Zonta Club of Bangkok II

Co-Chairman
District Conference Organizing Committee
Zonta Club of Bangkok V

Karen Lok

Erlinda E. Panlilio

Chairman
IT Development Committee
Zonta Club of Hong Kong II

Chairman
District Historian & Archivist
Committee

nksr1@hotmail.com

kanchana@occ.co.th

epanlil@gmail.com

karen.lok@gmail.com

Carolina Vicente Balotro
Editor-in-Chief
Governor’s Newsletter
Zonta Club of Las Piñas
terrazapure@yahoo.com

Maria Rosa Carrion

Rosario Calixto Chavez

Co-Editor
Governor’s Newsletter
Zonta Club of Makati Central Business District

Co-Editor
Governor’s Newsletter
Zonta Club of Parañaque

bingncarrion@gmail.com
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Position / Area

Name

Zonta Club

Email Address

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Chairman

Armita Rufino

Makati & Environs

rufinomita@gmail.com

Member

Monvibha Pranchankhadee

Bangkok I

rosemon888@gmail.com

Member

Rosario Ventura

Quezon City

charito.ventura@gmail.com

BY LAWS & RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE
Chairman

Winnie Teoh

Kowloon

winteoh@hotmail.com

Co-Chairman

Susan Jacinto

Mandaluyong - San Juan I

susanbjacinto@yahoo.com

Vice Chair

Pauline Ng

Hong Kong

paulinemwng@gmail.com

Member

Olivia A. Ferry

Makati & Environs

olivia.ferry@gmail.com

Member

Primitiva Perez Sison

Manila I

babyperezsison@yahoo.com

Member

Daisy P. Arce

Manila I

daisy.arce@gmail.com

Member

Frances Monje

Pasig

fsmonje@yahoo.com

Member

Palarp Sinhaseni

Bangkok VI

spalarp@chula.ac.th

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Chairman

Ofelia C. Bautista

Greater Rizal I

lia.zonta@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 1

Guillerma Coling

Antipolo

coling_lerma@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 2

Marisa Kwok

New Territories

marisaymkwok@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 3

Virginia Veloso

Cagayan De Oro II

vinny_cdo@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 4

Lorna Mandapat

Baguio

lmandapat_cteisi@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 5

Kathleen Lior-Liechtenstein

Alabang

liechtenstein.maymay@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 6

Poungthoung Anantanasuwong

Bangkok II

poungthongnu@gmail.com

Chairman

Ma. Imelda S. Gomez

Greater Rizal I

dandygomez1209@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 1

Gilda Padua

Pampanga

gildpadua@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 2

Irene Ho

Kowloon

hokwi@ha.org.hk

Vice Chair Area 3

Marilou Canizares

Cebu II

mariloucan@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 4

Marsha Leoncia Aoigan

Ilocos Norte

marshaleoncia@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 5

Ma. Cleofe Layug

Makati Ayala

nini.layug@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 6

Naruporn Karnchanachari

e-Club Thailand I

karncn@gmail.com

Chairman

Malathi Das

Singapore

justicia.m@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 1

Marie Rose Ancheta

Mandaluyong - San Juan I

maros111@hotmail.com

Vice Chair Area 2

Bianca Wong

Hong Kong II

wong.bianca@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 3

Cheryl Lyn Nunez

Iloilo City II

cheryl_nunezmd@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 4

Esther Lili Pasion

Ilocos Norte

crown.printers@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 5

Cora De Jesus Tan

Makati & Environs

coradjtan@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 6

Sasamon Sanguansin

Bangkok IX

hondarama9@gmail.com

SERVICE COMMITTEE

ADVOCACY COMMITTEE
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Position / Area

Name

Zonta Club

Email Address

UNITED NATIONS COMMITTEE
Chairman

Georgitta Puyat

Makati & Environs

bengpuyat@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 1

Cora De Jesus Manimbo

Metro Greenhills

coradjmanimbo@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 2

Julianne Doe

Kowloon

juliannedoe@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 3

Esperanza Dacudao

Cagayan De Oro II

endac2001@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 4

Ana Carmela Remigio

Ilocos Norte

avremigio@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 5

Mildred Flores Piad

Lucena City & Environs

mfpiad@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 6

Naphaphen Vejjajiva

Bangkok V

naphahpenv@gmail.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS & COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
Chairman

Nenita Dy

Makati Ayala

rita1dy@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 1

Marilyn G. di Bianco

Mandaluyong - San Juan I

marilyndelbianco@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 2

Laura Cozijnsen

New Territories

laura@lighthouse.hk

Vice Chair Area 3

Milagros Espina

Cebu I

mcespinternational@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 4

Susan Carag

Central Tuguegarao

tugectr02@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 5

Joanne Andrada

Makati & Environs

zapantaandrada@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 6

Kulchalee Sermtavisubya

Bangkok VIII

kulchalee.sermtavisubya@gmail.com

Chairman

Frances Monje

Pasig

fsmonje@yahoo.com

Vice Chair

Panida Pathumarak

Bangkok III

ppanida2014@gmail.com

Vice Chair

Susan Lim

Metropolitan Pasig

d17treasurer2020@gmail.com

Vice Chair

Marina Wong

Hong Kong East

marina.wong@hk.tricorglobal.com

Vice Chair

Flerida Jimenez

Metropolitan Pasig

fleridajimenez@yahoo.com

FINANCE COMMITTEE

AMELIA EARHART FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE
Chairman

Pauline Ng

Hong Kong

paulinemwng@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 1

Marilyn Alentajan

De Valle Verde

mcalentajan@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 2

Lucy Wong

Hong Kong East

zontalucy@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 3

Angelita Ang

Davao City II

cyberama703@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 4

Myrna M. Bautista

Baguio

myrnambautista@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 5

Ma. Teresa Rayos del Sol

Fort Bonifacio

mtbrds@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 6

Nipharatn Phituksithkasem

Bangkok XI

nipharatn@gmail.com

JANE M. KLAUSMAN WOMEN IN BUSINESS SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Chairman

Kanungnit Pupatwibul

Phitsanulok

kanungnit.tim@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 1

Gisela Padilla-Concepcion

Manila I

gpconcepcion@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 2

Margaret Chan

New Territories

law_yuklinn@yahoo.com.hk

Vice Chair Area 3

Marita V. Ong

Zamboanga City

maritavong@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 4

Delia Abalos

La Trinidad

delabalos@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 5

Merlene Alon

Laguna

merlene.alon@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 6

Chantana Chanbanchong

Phitsanulok

chantanac@hotmail.com
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Position / Area

Name

Zonta Club

Email Address

YOUNG WOMEN IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS AWARD COMMITTEE
Chairman

Angelina Lopez

Makati & Environs

amlopez88830@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 1

Patricia Lagunda

Baliuag

patricialagunda@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 2

Yolanda Yeh

Hong Kong

yeh.yolanda@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 3

Elisa E. Torres

Cebu 1

lizestenzo@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 4

Pia Maria Barbara Mirca Cua

Ilocos Norte

atty.piaccua@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 5

Olivia Celeste M. Villafuerte

Makati & Environs

oliviacelestemv@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 6

Nirand Pongpun

Bangkok II0

nirand@g.swu.ac.th

WOMEN IN TECHNOLOGY SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Chairman

Runcha Boribalburibhand

Bangkok IX

runchaboribal@me.com

Vice Chair Area 1

Ma. Francisca N. Dayrit

Quezon City

fndayrit@geodata.com.ph

Vice Chair Area 2

Mina Chan

Singapore

minachan99@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 3

Ruth Tirol-Jarantilla

Iloilo City I

ruthboytj@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 4

Mitzy Delos Santos

Ilocos Norte

norcommitzy@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 5

Jo Mariza David-Belmonte

Naga & Camarines Sur

marizadavid_08@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 6

Romanee Thienprasiddhi

Bangkok IX

romierozye@gmail.com

Z & GOLDEN Z CLUBS COMMITTEE
Chairman

Winnie Wong

New Territories

winniewong.zonta@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 1

Divina Lupe Lazaro

Greater Rizal II

divinalupe@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 2

Esther Leung

Hong Kong II

esther.rabbit@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 3

Marietta Padilla Malinao

Cebu II

mayetpm@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 4

Joan Singson. Cacacho

Central Tuguegarao

joansingson.cacacho@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 5

Ma. Teresa E. Palacios

Las Piñas

terry_palacios@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 6

Sureeporn Sanbasamrithi

Bangkok II

sureeporn.s1955@gmail.com

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Co-Chairman

Sonia Tiong-Aquino

Fort Bonifacio

soniataquino@gmail.com

Co-Chairman

Carolina Vicente Balotro

Las Piñas

terrazapure@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 1

Rosario Ventura

Quezon City

charito.ventura@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 2

Paula Ho

Victoria

paulakkho@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 3

Stella Solero-Bernabe

Cebu I

bernabestella@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 4

Mila Catabay-Lauigan

Central Tuguegarao

lauiganlaw@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Area 5

Leslie Tan Rivera

Makati Central Business District

leslietanrivera@gmail.com

Vice Chair Area 6

Jiraporn Bhongsatiern

Bangkok V

jiraporn.jeed@gmail.com

Protocol Officer

Kathleen Yip

Hong Kong

kathyyipho@yahoo.com

ZONTA FOUNDATION FOR WOMEN AMBASSADORS COMMITTEE
Chairman

DISTRICT 17
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Position / Area

Name

Zonta Club

Email Address

BIENNIAL FUND VICE CHAIRMEN / Foundation Ambassadors
Area 1

Lourdes T. Marasigan

Quezon City

ltm.zontaqc@gmail.com

Area 2

Betty Fu

New Territories

bettyklfu@gmail.com

Area 3

Stella Solero-Bernabe

Cebu I

bernabestella@yahoo.com

Area 4

Lorna Mandapat

Baguio

lornamandapat@gmail.com

Area 5

Armita Rufino

Makati & Environs

mita.rufino@gmail.com

Area 6

Panida Pathumarak

Bangkok III

ppanida2014@gmail.com

ENDOWMENT FUND REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES
Coordinator / Vice Chair

Lourdes Wallace

Muntinlupa & Environs

ohnapa@gmail.com

Area 1

Felicidad Umandap

Manila I

felyumandap@yahoo.com

Area 2

Esther Leung

Hong Kong II

esther.rabbit@gmail.com

Area 3

Stella Solero-Bernabe

Cebu I

bernabestella@yahoo.com

Area 4

Lorna Mandapat

Baguio

lornamandapat@gmail.com

Area 5

Lourdes Wallace

Muntinlupa & Environs

ohnapa@gmail.com

Area 6

Panida Pathumarak

Bangkok III

ppanida2014@gmail.com

DISTRICT CONFERENCE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Presiding Officer

Chavali P. Osathanugrah

Bangkok II

chavalizontad17@gmail.com

Chairman

Narudee Kiengsiri

Bangkok II

nksr1@hotmail.com

Conference Co-Chair

Kanchana Saisiriporn

Bangkok V

kanchana@occ.co.th

Conference Treasurer

Panida Pathumarak

Bangkok III

ppanida2014@gmail.com

Hon. Special Advisor and
D17 Parliamentarian

Olivia A. Ferry

Makati & Environs

olivia.ferry@gmail.com

Hon. Special Advisor on
Protocol

Kathleen Yip

Hong Kong

kathyyipho@yahoo.com

Hon. Special Advisor

Georgitta P. Puyat

Makati & Environs

bengpuyat@yahoo.com

Business Program

Olivia A. Ferry

Makati & Environs

olivia.ferry@gmail.com

Business Program

Rosario Ventura

Quezon City

charito.ventura@gmail.com

Business Program

Sonia Tiong-Aquino

Fort Bonifacio

soniataquino@gmail.com

Advisor

Lalivan Karnchanachari

Bangkok I

lalivankarn@gmail.com

Advisor

Subhaporn Peters

Bangkok I

subhaporn@yahoo.com

Advisor

Khunying Chinda Charungcharoenvej

Bangkok I

maesa1@ksc.th.com

Advisor

Runcha Boribalburibhand

Bangkok IX

runchaboribal@me.com

Advisor

Palarp Sinhaseni

Bangkok VI

spalarp@chula.ac.th

Advisor

Carolina Vicente Balotro

Las Piñas

terrazapure@yahoo.com

Advisor

Monvibha Prachankhadee

Bangkok I

rosemon888@gmail.com

Advisor

Poungthoung Anantanasuwong

Bangkok II

poungthongnu@gmail.com

Production and Technical
Coordinator

Ratipan Janie Panpinij

Bangkok II

janieratipand17@gmail.com

Hong Kong II

karen.lok@gmail.com

IT DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Chairman

Karen Lok
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Name

Zonta Club

Email Address

Olivia A. Ferry

Makati & Environs

olivia.ferry@gmail.com

Kathleen Yip

Hong Kong

kathyyipho@yahoo.com

Subhaporn Peters

Bangkok I

subhaporn@yahoo.com

Virma Vergel De Dios

Mandaluyong - San Juan I

virma.vdd@gmail.com

Chairman

Kathleen Yip

Hong Kong

kathyyipho@yahoo.com

Vice Chairman

Olivia A. Ferry

Makati & Environs

olivia.ferry@gmail.com

Vice Chairman

Virma Vergel De Dios

Mandaluyong - San Juan I

virma.vdd@gmail.com

Vice Chairman

Lalivan Karnchanachari

Bangkok I

lalivankarn@gmail.com

Vice Chairman

Kanchana Saisiriporn

Bangkok V

kanchana@occ.co.th

CENTURIONS

AWARDS COMMITTEE

PAST DISTRICT 17 GOVERNORS COMMITTEE
2018 – 2020 (HKG)

Teresa Lin

New Territories

tlin1288@netvigator.com

1994 – 1996 (PHL)

Olivia A. Ferry

Makati & Environs

olivia.ferry@gmail.com

1996 – 1998 (HKG)

Anna Kwong

Kowloon

asykwong@hkia.net

1998 – 2000 (PHL)

Brenda Tanjutco

Muntinlupa & Environs

10otmai.tanjutco@yahoo.com

2000 – 2002 (HKG)

Kathleen Yip

Hong Kong

kathyyipho@yahoo.com

2002 – 2004 (PHL)

Ma. Imelda S. Gomez

Greater Rizal I

dandygomez1209@gmail.com

2004 – 2006 (THA)

Subhaporn Peters

Bangkok I

subhaporn@yahoo.com

2006 – 2008 (PHL)

Virma Vergel De Dios

Mandaluyong - San Juan I

virma.vdd@gmail.com

2008 – 2010 (THA)

Narudee Kiengsiri

Bangkok II

nksr1@hotmail.com

2010 – 2012 (PHL)

Georgitta Puyat

Makati & Environs

bengpuyat@yahoo.com

2012 – 2014 (HKG)

Winnie Teoh

Kowloon

winteoh@hotmail.com

2014 – 2016 (THA)

Lalivan Karnchanachari

Bangkok I

lalivankarn@gmail.com

2016 – 2018 (PHL)

Primitiva Perez-Sison

Manila 1

babyperezsison@yahoo.com

DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S NEWSLETTER
Editor–in–Chief

Carolina Vicente Balotro

Las Piñas

terrazapure@yahoo.com

Co-Editor

Maria Rosa Carrion

Makati Central Business District

bingncarrion@gmail.com

Co-Editor

Rosario Calixto Chavez

Parañaque

chitocalixtochavez@gmail.com

DISTRICT HISTORIAN & ARCHIVIST
Chairman

Erlinda Panlilio

Makati & Environs

epanlil@gmail.com

Vice Chairman

Anna Kwong

Kowloon

asykwong@hkia.net

Vice Chairman

Subhaporn Peters

Bangkok I

subhaporn@yahoo.com

DG’s P.A.
Documentation & IT

Kanchaya Boonmaphi

Bangkok II

kanchayad17@gmail.com
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Across the
Districts
Linking the District NOW
By District Governor Pam Osathanugrah
The COVID-19 pandemic has changed our lives irrevocably, as can be attested in the past 12 months since the virtual installation
of 31 District Governors and Region Representative. I am deeply humbled and privileged to have been given this opportunity
to serve and to lead District 17, Zonta International’s largest District with 2,500 members in 83 clubs from the Philippines,
Singapore, Hong Kong, Macau, Malaysia and Thailand.
Our first duty towards the official start of the Biennium was to ensure that our Fellow Zontians are acquainted with and wellversed in the core of Zonta matters and Zonta affairs. The Leadership Development Committee (LDC) Co-Chairs Sonia T. Aquino
and Carolina V. Balotro and their respective Vice Chairs held Trainings for Club Presidents and Officers in 6 Areas over a fourweek period—separated into trainings for Club Presidents, Presidents-elect and Vice Presidents; for Club Treasurers; for Club
Secretaries; for Board of Directors. Each training took several hours with intermissions for fun and games led by LDC Co-Chair
Sonia Aquino. Trainers were Zontians themselves, who shared their expertise and experiences.
The virtual Club Officers’ Installation and New Members’ Induction Ceremonies throughout most of the District became the
norm, on average, twice weekly since 1 August 2020. It was heartwarming to see the new Club Presidents and their respective
Officers start the new biennium with much enthusiasm. Despite the pandemic. Despite the lockdown in their cities. Despite all
the challenges brought by this pandemic to many of us. Zontians never backed out nor backed down. Resilient and relentless,
life goes on. And so I have had the privilege of attending the various virtual Installation Club Officers and Induction of New
Members, with a heart bursting at the seams. And with such pride to be a Zontian in District 17.
On 29 August - 5 September 2020 our District held very successful virtual Biennial Goals Orientations for all Zontians in
6 Areas. We were honored at the opening with the personal video message from our very own International President Dr. Sharon
Langenbeck. “TRANSITIONS, CHANGES and NEW OPPORTUNITIES” await us all in this first Biennium of Zonta’s second
century. Let us Embrace the New Normal with Optimism for Women. It is a time when we should all rally together to Recover,
Rebuild and Rehabilitate our broken families and communities caused by this unprecedented global pandemic.

“Let us Embrace the New Normal with Optimism for Women.”
We celebrated Zonta’s 101st Birthday on 8 November! The entire District came to the forefront and supported ZI’s Every Member
Every November District Challenge towards Zonta Foundation for Women’s goals to support Zonta International Service Projects
and Zonta International Education Programs which all go toward empowering women and girls. Every donation, large or small,
helps to fulfill our mission. The heart of Zonta are the members and the backbone of Zonta are these Service Projects and
Education Programs which are the core of our organization. Why we are here today. I am overjoyed, grateful and proud that
District 17 won 2 out of 3 ENEM District Challenges.
The 16 Days of Activism was successfully launched on 25 November with the International Day of the Elimination of Violence
against Women, and culminated on 10 December, International Day of Human Rights, gave us all the opportunity to display
and showcase each Area‘s campaigns to Say NO to Violence against Women, and to Say NO to Early Marriage and Teenage
Pregnancy. They were mostly virtually conducted in the new normal with health and safety protocols in place, when several clubs
holding talks, forums and webinars with experts from the local and national governments and the local United Nations agencies
as resource persons. These talks were very enlightening and there were so much to learn from them to help us and guide us in
the right direction to stop the violence inflicted on women and children, which is even worse now on a world-wide scale due to
the lockdowns.
Let us all Recover, Rebuild and Rehabilitate our respective communities.
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MEMBERSHIP, INSTALLING CLUB
OFFICERS/DIRECTORS, AREA
MEETINGS, PARTICIPATION
IN TRAINING, FELLOWSHIP
by AD Regina Padilla Geraldez

Area 1’s 15 clubs have a total of 350 members. There were resignations
resulting from the COVID-19 Pandemic and other causes. The online
installation of club officers and directors is almost completed. The presidents
of the Area 1 Clubs have held three monthly online meetings plus the
joint meeting with last biennium’s club presidents. Club officers/directors
have attended the online seminars given by the Leadership Development
Committee and District 17. Club members’ meetings were also held online.
While fellowship activities are limited by social distancing, online interaction,
mostly via zoom and viber messages, have provided the opportunity for
exchanging ideas, project participation, fund-raising and keeping friendship
alive.
SERVICE PROJECTS – The service projects in the beginning of the
biennium were largely rapid responses to the serious risks to life and
health from the COVID-19 pandemic. The 15 clubs of Area 1 generously
donated face masks, shields, personal protective equipment, health and
hygiene kits, disinfectants, medicines, vitamins, snacks and relief goods
to hospitals, community health workers, stranded passengers, poor
communities, children, orphans, the elderly, the disabled, inmates, policemen
and the military, indigenous peoples and other vulnerable sectors. Many
clubs continued their regular support of charitable institutions by donating
rice and appliances. Other clubs continued to support indigenous peoples
through regular donations of rice, canned goods and corn seeds.
Projects to enhance education continued with many clubs continuing
to provide scholarships to students and donating desktop computers,
laptops, tablets, smart phones and wi-fi devices for online education.
One club solicited funds for the purchase of over 1,500 tablets for two
public schools. To arrest malnutrition among children which has been
shown to impair brain development and capacity for learning, several
clubs have partnered with a Jesuit foundation to provide sustenance for
poor families for 10 months. One club has partnered with The Philippine
Children’s Ministries Network to provide a Child and Family Mentoring
Program to enhance parental protection of children.
Medical and dental missions continue to be pursued. Several clubs have
donated funds to a foundation helping women with breast cancer treatment.
One club is distributing a children’s handbook in a story book format on how
to avoid and control diseases common to children. A club president who is
a dentist continues to provide free dental care for children every week.
One club has partnered with an NGO providing micro-financing for
87,000 women nationwide to provide 65 “Nanay” circles in Luzon with a
tablet.
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ADVOCACY AND VISIBILITY PROJECTS – While the holding of regular
seminars depicting the evils of early marriage and teen-age pregnancy
have been put on hold and will resume upon relaxation of social distancing
restrictions, the Area 1 clubs have engaged in advocacy projects online,
many of which have contributed to Zonta’s visibility. One club spearheaded
a well-attended webinar, which was adopted as an Area 1 project, on the
pernicious Online Sex Exploitation of Children with the collaboration
of the International Justice Ministries. Another club sponsored a webinar
entitled “Your Breast is Your Diamond” which graphically discussed early
detection procedures and treatment of breast cancer in collaboration with
the Kasuso Foundation. One club has produced and disseminated among
the different clubs and on youtube a movie depicting the evils of teenage pregnancy with counseling entitled “Ang Buhay ay Parang Pelikula
Nguni’t……..”. In the pipeline are projects of other clubs to promote
the Women Against Violence campaign by focusing, through social
media platforms, on digital abuse of women and children as well as an
ongoing project to produce a documentary film focusing on the plight of
indigenous upland communities in Iligan City.
During its well-attended Area 1 United Nations Day Celebration,
Ms. Aimee Santos the knowledgeable, articulate senior official of the
UN Population Fund, presented the results of gender inclusion assessments
of COVID-19 Pandemic’s Impacts in the Philippines based on 1,000
interviews of members of vulnerable sectors who provided voices from the
pandemic’s hidden crisis. The headdress contest provided much needed
fellowship.
To promote visibility one club prominently posts the Zonta logo and a
masked Zontian cartoon on the LED screen of a building alongside
an advisory to “Stay healthy” and publishes “Rizalian Updates” providing
club activity updates.
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DRAWING ON ZONTIANS’
STRENGTH TO SERVE
by AD Ter Yee Tan

This biennium will always be remembered by all in the District as very
different. Though the clubs are in many geographically diverse locations,
the Area 2 clubs still held various activities and projects that draws on our
Zontians’ creativity and determination to serve, all with ingenuity.
The oldest club in our Area, the Zonta Club of Hong Kong had her very
special e citizen’s program. We know that is hard to be physically difficult,
even illegal, to meet with the many recipients of the social service projects.
How then did this club reach out to them? Simple is ABC―through their
Project ABC for service and advocacy.
A QR code? The secret is out after you scan it! There are 3 YouTube videos
explaining on how the club reaches out to strata of Hong Kong society to
cross the digital divide. , mothers helping mothers and also there are tips on
tips and etiquette for online learning. Do check the videos out.
Zonta Club of Kowloon had been working on many service projects to
address the needs of the citizens ever since the start of the pandemic. The
many projects crossed over the period of the start of the biennium and
shows their continued perseverance in the outreach of those in need. They
have been consistently donating Care Packs to address the needs during
this pandemic.
But in addition to the physical needs, they also worked on the ‘Music
Connects‘ Education packages (booklets and promotional material) were
distributed to the target group, coupled with E-learning devices (e.g. iPad)
and internet access. This sought to relief the mental stress with music and
enhance other types of learning.
The Zonta Club of Hong Kong, being interviewed on
Metroinfo Radio station for Project ABC

Zonta Club of Hong Kong East made mooncakes for the Mid Autumn
festival in a time of bonding and the boxes of mooncakes were donated
to reached out to their social services projects beneficiaries. They
recorded this event in a Facebook video: https://www.facebook.com/
ZontaHongKongEast/videos/3009001735993619
Zonta Club of the New Territories II board members Maggie Tsui and
Rebecca Lim represented their club in collaboration with Lok Kwan Social
Service to share their legal and IT industry experience with youngsters (aged
14-29) who are making career choices. Their interviews will be published in
a book soon. Stay tuned!
The club had some active discussions on the topic of Zonta Says No,
which strengthened their club members’ bonds with each other through
active discussion. Eventually the club submitted a consultation paper to the
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Security Bureau of Hong Kong in respect of anti-voyeurism.
Zonta Club of Singapore held for their service project for Secondary
School girls, which is into its 11th year. The club also had to work around the
safe distancing rules and not being able to gather physically and organised
a Programming Workshop.

Hong Kong East members having fun and bonding whilst
making mooncakes for their social service beneficiaries

Another event that they held was the Ace Adventures Hangout on 25 October
2020 with the Project Pari girls. There were 2 separate online session, the
morning and the afternoon. These was filled with fun and laughter with
the online cum physically activities: Hand Jive; breakout rooms for to use
certain key items to create a story and also coming up with Yoga poses to
show to all the attendees on return to the main room.

The happy recipients of the mooncakes

Story telling using: a mug, a bottle bottle, a frying pan an alarm clock, a mirror and a shirt.
The amazing tales by different groups – all using the same items!

Coming up with yoga poses : mostly newbies at yoga all very game to try out.
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ZONTA CLUB OF VICTORIA
On 8 July 2020, Zonta Club of Victoria invited Ms. Sherlynn Chan, partner
of Stevenson, Wong & Co., to share her insights on “How to Embrace the
Dementia Tsunami in HK- a Legal Perspective” with members.
The well received talk attracted over 40 participants from Zonta Club of
Victoria and Zonta Club of Hong Kong. During the talk, Ms. Chan explained
the common causes of mental incapacity and gave an overview of the
Mental Health Ordinance. She then shared some case studies of elderly
financial abuse and introduced some planning tools available (such as
Wills and Trusts, the Enduring Power of Attorney and Advance Directives)
to “prevent, protect and prepare” for mental incapacity. Participants have
found the talk inspirational and informative. Many of them have also ordered
Ms. Chan’s book on the same topic.
Zonta Club of Hong Kong II held many Zoom activities including a make
up class; and discussions for the now newly launched website at www.
zontahk2.org.
Zonta Club of the New Territories continued with the Young Mother’s
Project Teen’s Key.
The organisation is dedicated to improving the lives of vulnerable young
women and girls in Hong Kong including those who work in the sex industry,
young women faced with unwanted pregnancy and/or those vulnerable to
sexual health risks.
The Zonta Club of Macau held their AGM and Board election on 2 August
2020 as it was postponed due to the pandemic . and elected her club’s
President . It was a hybrid form with some able to meet face to face; and
others joining in via a Virtual Conference mode as they were stuck overseas.
Our new club Zonta Club of Muar has been reaching out to the Orang
Asli who are the indigenous population group in Malaysia during the
COVID-19 pandemic with masks and food supplies. The club members had
to overcome the Movement Control Order and still meet and raised funds
nonetheless to achieve their service goal during this difficult time.

Screengrab of the meeting: with newly elected President Amanda Ho, the Vice
President Sammi Chong and outgoing President Christiana Leong.
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From left: Ms. Sherlynn Chan, Partner of Stevenson, Wong & Co.; Ms. Helen
Chen, President of Zonta Club of Victoria; Ms. Winnie Teoh, Past International
Director of Zonta International; and Ms. Teresa Lin, Past District Governor,
District 17- Zonta International.
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EMPOWERED FOR THE
NEW NORMAL
by AD Teresita Javellana-Apistar

The officers and members of the newly-created Zonta Club of
General Santos City in Area 3 are slated to be installed on October
24 with Dr. Natividad Torre as Club President and Helen Angderson
as President-Elect. To welcome the new club into the Zonta family will be
District 17 Governor Chavali Osathanagrah, Lt. Governor Ofelia Bautista,
and the 11 Zonta Club Presidents in Area 3.
Long before this event, online planning and consultations occured from July
to September, involving Area 3 Director Teresita Apistar; the ZC of Iloilo
City, Inc. as Sponsoring/Organizing/Mentoring Club; and Dr. Natividad Torre
and Helen Angderson, key persons in recruiting the 21 prospective club
members.
On September 23, 2020, a Zonta Orientation was held to deepen their
appreciation of the history, mission, values and principles, and structure
of Zonta International, including the tenets governing Zonta Membership.
Resource persons were Past ZI Director Dandy Gomez, Lt. Gov. Lia and
Immediate Past President Vinny Veloso (ZC Cagayan de Oro II).
A Leadership Orientation Program was also held in October 3. Topics and
speakers were: Zonta Essentials — Past Area 3 Director Stella Bernabe;
Zonta Governing Documents — Past Area 5 Director Carolina Balotro; and
Roles /Duties/Responsibilities of Officers — Past Vice Area 5 Director Sonia
Aquino.
The new ZC of General Santos City is the 12th Zonta Club in Area 3.
Notwithstanding the national prohibition of direct physical contact due
to COVID-19, the 2020 - 2022 officers of 11 Zonta Clubs in Area 3 were
virtually installed last August through three clusters of clubs.
District Governor Chavali Osathanugrah was Guest Speaker and Installing
Officer and Lt. Governor Ofelia Bautista as Charging Officer. Past ZI Dandy
Gomez observed the whole proceedings.
In her speech, Governor Chavali underscored the imperatives of the
biennium as the unifying force that impels the clubs to move toward a
common direction in the rendering of service/advocacy to women and the
female child with compassion, selflessnes and self-sacrifice.
On August 1, installed as Zonta Club Presidents were Madeliene Marfori
(Davao 1), Belen Gamelo (Davao 2), Rowena Bince (Cagayan de Oro 1) and
Ma. Consuelo Tan (Cagayan de Oro 2).
On August 8, installed as Zonta Club Presidents were Clarissa Araneta
(Bacolod), Jennifer Que (Zamboanga), Ma. Amelita Lazarraga (Iloilo 1) and
Vedette Ong (Iloilo 2).
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August 15 marked the installation of Zonta Club Presidents Gina Atienza
(Cebu 1), Elena Young (Cebu 2), and Evelyn Clarin (Tacloban).
New recruited members and reinstated members were inducted into their
respective clubs.
October highlights the ongoing Leadership Orientation Programs
for 11 Area 3 Clubs, to include the celebration of UN Day and
International Day of Girls through five cluster groups.
Seminar topics are: What is Zonta?, Zonta Membership, Zonta Governing
Documents, and Roles/Duties/Responsibilities of Officers. Resource
persons are Past ZI Director Dandy Gomez, Lt. Gov. Lia Bautista, CDO Past
President Vinny Veloso with the Special Participation of District Governor
Chavalli Osathanugrah.
The orientation aims at fostering a common understanding of what Zonta
stands for as a service/advocacy organization that advances the dignity and
status of women and girls.
As per schedule of Orientation Programs, the Zonta Clubs involved per
cluster are:
• October 10 — Zonta Club of Iloilo City, Inc., Zonta Club of Bacolod
• October 17 — ZC Davao 1, ZC of Zamboanga, ZC of Iloilo City II
• October 24 — ZC of Cagayan de Oro II, ZC of General Santos City
• October 30 — ZC of Tacloban and ZC of Davao II
• October 31 — ZC of Cagayan de Oro I, ZC of Cebu City I and ZC of
Cebu City II
In celebration of the United Nations and International Day of the Girl Child
the different clubs showcased their Tiktok entries with Zontian performers
wearing various international costumes and the special performances
rendered by the Z Club and children beneficiaries.
On the pipeline this November for the 12 clubs in Area 3 are online talks
and lectures addressing issues that affect women and girls. Zontians will
be updated on the Prevention of Violence Against Women, Prevention of
Human Trafficking, Early Prevention of Teenage Pregnancy, Mental Health
Disorder Prevention, and Nutritional Food Cooking Demonstrations.
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IN THE WORST OF TIMES WE
SHARE THE BEST OF OURSELVES
by AD Ligaya Tan Miguel

The corona virus came without warning and the world scuffled in fear from
the unseen enemy. No place to hide, nowhere to go for safety. Humanity
was caught flatfooted, defenseless against the unknown.
For Zontians around the world, the pandemic is no deterrent to service.
Zontians of Area 4, like their sisters in D17, saw the need to rise and act
-- to give relief to the needy and the forlorn, comfort to those who lost their
loved ones and/or their jobs; to give protective equipment to frontliners, and
to keep the public informed and forewarned. In the worst of times, Area 4
brought out the best of themselves to allow families to survive, to recover
and to heal.
EMERGENCY RESPONSE TO COVID
Focused on its service to women, the ZONTA CLUB OF NUEVA VIZCAYA on
April 30, 2020, gave a helping hand to Lola Angelina, an 81-year-old widow
who lives in Brgy. Don Mariano Marcos, Bayombong, Nueva Vizcaya.
It was heart-breaking to witness that Lola Angelina lives alone in a
ramshackle house and cooks her food in a separate dilapidated area. At her
age, she still manages to till the land and plant vegetables for her personal
consumption.
The Zonta Club of Nueva Vizcaya gave her gas stove with gas tank, pots
and grocery items. What the club gave her were only material things, but
they received more than that – the realization that Lola Angelina possesses
the Zontian character of strong will to survive.
ZONTA CLUB LA TRINIDAD turned over 200 packs consisting of one face
shield and 5 face masks per pack to La Trinidad Mayor Romeo Salda as
donation to the organization of solo parents of La Trinidad, 95% of whom
are women.
ZONTA CLUB OF LA UNION distributed face masks and groceries to
inmates in the Home for Girls
HELPING WOMEN RECOVER FROM THE ECONOMIC CRISIS
ZONTA CLUB OF ILOCOS NORTE partnered with Laoag City Agriculture
Office for “URBAN FARMING: PANTAWID KABUHAYAN NG KABABAIHAN”
in Barangay Dungtal, Laoag City to help women recover from work
displacement because of COVID and to make both ends meet for their
families.
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ZONTA CLUB OF CENTRAL TUGUEGARAO provided technology transfer
and skills training to unemployed women. The KNIT AND CROCHET project
started with ten (10) women beginners who were taught by skilled knitters.
The project aims not only to provide a source of livelihood but also to revive
the lost art of knitting and crocheting. The Club provided start-up materials
such as crochet hooks, yarn, and other costs of training. To date, these
women have already produced placemats, table runners, coasters, sanitizer
and bottle holders, and ear savers.
On September 15, 2020, the same women beneficiaries started producing
CHRISTMAS DECORS like Christmas candles, paper poinsettia wreaths,
wall hangers, and the like. The decors are also sold online through the club’s
Facebook page and the recently-opened ZONTA ONLINE MARKET.
The ZONTA ONLINE MARKET (ZOM) was conceptualized primarily as a
platform for the Knit and Crochet products and Christmas Decors. However,
when the club saw this as a potential economic activity for women, it was
opened to merchandisers to widen their online market. In just 19 days since
its launching on October 22, 2020, the ZOM has gathered 735 members
who post various products for sale from food, clothing, home and lifestyle.
The ZOM is a training for women in healthy market competition and gainful
online marketing.
EXTENDING ACCESS TO EDUCATION
Gadget Mo, Sagot Ko (GMSK) of ZONTA CLUB OF CENTRAL TUGUEGARAO
is a great help to indigent female students in their online learning. ZCCT
solicited old or new, and cash for the purchase of, gadgets. At the moment,
the chosen beneficiaries are female students from the poorest of the poor
families but the Club intends to level up and generate funds for the purchase
of desktops and laptops to be given to poor barangays and public schools
in the City.
Since its inception in June 2020, the club has given out a good number
of new and old gadgets and generated more than P200,000.00 in cash
donations, benefitting about a hundred poor girls and some boys.
ZONTA CLUB OF ILOCOS NORTE’s “ADOPT A GIRL TO SCHOOL IN
COVID TIMES” has provided forty indigent female students with brand new
32G tablets, all donated by ZCIN members to help the students of Batac,
Laoag and the Province of Ilocos Norte in their online learning.
ZONTA CLUB OF ILOCOS NORTE also distributed plastic boxes for the
safe storage of modules in the modular learning modality to underprivileged
students of far-flung schools in Currimao and Pinili. This is to support the
so-called Last Mile Schools of DepEd Ilocos Norte.
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ADVOCACY PROJECTS THROUGH WEBINARS AND DIGITAL MODES
A webinar on SAY NO TO TEENAGE PREGNANCY AND EARLY MARRIAGE
was aired live by ZONTA CLUB OF ILOCOS NORTE via DWAT 93.9 Planet
Cable Channel 18, ZCIN Facebook Page, DepEd Laoag City Youtube
account and DepEd Laoag City Facebook Page. The webinar discussed
the health risks and psychological effects of early pregnancies and child
marriages.
Now on its 4th year, the USAPANG BABAE AT IBA PA radio program of the
ZONTA CLUB OF ILOCOS NORTE with DWFB Radyo Pilipinas is an effective
medium in educating women from all walks of life on women’s rights, health
concerns, educational opportunities and responsibilities to society.
ZONTA CLUB OF CENTRAL TUGUEGARAO has launched a very
informative and interesting project entitled “All About Eve”, an online talk
show aired live monthly over the club’s Facebook page. It will run through
the entire biennium for four (4) seasons with five (5) episodes each season.
It revolves around the woman and the many facets of her life; as a WIFE; as
an INDIVIDUAL; as a MOTHER; and HER RIGHTS.
The show aims to empower women, help them pursue a happy life, and
eventually veer them away from violence. The ultimate objective is to give
teeth to Say No To Violence Against Women and Girls.
ZONTA CLUB OF BAGUIO conducted an essay writing contest to
celebrate Literacy Week from September 18-25, 2020. The competition
was held in coordination with Golden Z Club of the University of Baguio
on the theme “Literacy Teaching and Learning in COVID-19 and Beyond”.
College students within Baguio and Benguet participated. The winners were
Thaddeau P. Sungduan, Daryl David C. Turqueza and Ira Gael L. Carias.
They received cash prizes and all participants were given e-certificates.
ZONTA CLUB OF APARRI Installation of Officers and Board of Directors.
The installation ceremony was held on September 20, 2020 at St. Patrick
Garden Hotel, Macanaya, Aparri, Cagayan.
ZONTA CLUB OF TUGUEGARAO Project ExCEL on its third wave. The
club extended its support to indigent students of Gosi National High School
by giving away 39 kits of school supplies to support their modular instruction
this school year.
Area 4 is all set for an eventful and action-packed November. The 101st
anniversary of ZI will be fittingly observed. Every Member Every November
will be launched to mark the month-long enthusiastic drive to donate to
international services and projects. The 16 Days of Activism will start with
an Areawide Media Blitz that will utilize print, broadcast and social media.
All eight clubs in the area will actively participate in the 16 Days of Activism
to End Violence Against Women and Girls.
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QUARAN QUEENS AT WORK
by AD Lizette Jean Lim

The beginning of biennium 2020-2022 took a different turn from the usual
route. Who would have thought that instead of convening in an auditorium
or a multipurpose hall, we will be facing each other through our monitors
and laptop screen?
We have the “Gen Z” or Centennials, the “Gen Y” or Millennials or those born
between 1965 and 1980 plus the Baby Boomers born 1946 to1964. All four
generations meeting in a different environment through unique medium in
cyberspace via different platforms like Google Meet or Zoom.
But life must go on. COVID-19 cannot defeat us. Each one has a function
in society. It is our moral duty and everyone’s interest to cooperate and
collaborate with each other if mankind were to survive
And so we did.
First, we installed the new club officers to officially pass the baton of
leadership and inducted new members. These were followed by training of
officers and orientation sessions, which made them understand that ‘one
cannot give what one does not have’.
The Clubs organized webinars on various topics like mental health, urban
farming, entrepreneurship and creative activities. After three months of
lockdown the clubs adopted the new norm by going digital.
Amidst the virtual training, meetings and forums, Area 5 managed to
conduct service projects focused to address the needs medical frontlines
in particular, and the concerns of the community in general, despite the
limited physical movement and activities due to the quarantine protocols
and lockdowns.
The 4 Clusters in Area 5 continued with their usual clubs’ projects, the
exceptional one are highlighted herein…
CLUSTER 1
ZC of Makati & Environs dealt with various pandemic initiatives. ZC of Makati
Ayala had He4She webinars as their advocacy campaign. ZC of Cavite
launched their “REWEAR Masks as a livelihood project. ZC of Samar, which
was chartered on 10 October 2020 is the newest club in Area 5.
CLUSTER 2
ZC Makati Legaspi established a healing garden for abused girls and
provided urban farming kits a therapy. ZC Metro Rizal gave full scholarship
to two deserving college girls. ZC Metro Ortigas published a comic book
“Kilala Mo ba Sila”, an advocacy campaign on teen pregnancy and early
marriage. ZC Fort Bonifacio gave mask and PPEs to hospitals, ZC Alabang
distributed hot meals to frontliners on duty at several hospitals.
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A thumbs up for ZC Metro Ortigas’ comic book “Kilala mo Ba Sila” which
addresses the advocacy on teen pregnancy and early marriage. The answer
to Goal 1 on education, ZC Metro Rizal gave out full scholarship to two
deserving college girls.
CLUSTER 3
The southern belles from Zonta Clubs of Muntinlupa, Laguna, Las Piñas,
Parañaque and Naga braved the COVID with various projects addressing
the needs of the communities, like the distribution of iron and folic acid
supplement to the pre- and post-natal care of pregnant women below
poverty line by ZC Las Piñas. The club also provided free online legal
consultations for victims of domestic violence during the lockdown.
ZC Laguna never faltered in their initiatives on COVID related projects like
financial assistance to elderly women and to hospitals for the purchase of
PPEs and face masks and feeding program for children, among others.
ZC Parañaque went all out with food distribution in the different areas in
Parañaque while ZC Naga and Camarines Sur went on a COVID relief and
essentials donation drive and mental health talk. ZC Muntinlupa donated
700 face shields and 30 face masks as their pandemic aid.
CLUSTER 4
Zonta Clubs of Pasig, Metro Pasig, Lucena, Makati Paseo De Roxas and
Makati Central Business District combined their efforts to have an impact in
their respective communities.
ZC Metro Pasig participated in the Revision of the Pasig City Gender and
Development (GAD) Code which will define the rights of women and children
in education and economics empowerment. ZC Makati Central Business
District on the other hand, donated bond paper and Booklat Book to
promote reading especially among children who have no gadgets.
ZC Pasig set up an “I Fight” hotline which is a 24/7 helpline manned by
professionals and medical practitioners for victims of abuse and violence.
This resulted in 129 law enforcement intervention and assistance where 11
minors were saved from prostitution and 12 from human trafficking.
ZC Makati Paseo tendered an appreciation breakfast to frontliners and
security guards. Meanwhile, ZC Lucena launched the program “Adopt a
Barangay Halamanan” to augment food chain and to provide vegetables for
the marginalized women in the community.
The International Day of the Girl Child was celebrated by clubs in the
Area on October 10-12, 2020 with a bang!
Likewise, United Nations Day was celebrated on 23 October 2020 via Zoom
platform and participated in by all clubs in the area with focus on relevant
topics.
As we continue our journey of service amidst COVID-19, we carry in our
hearts this passage “This too will come to pass”.

33

DISTRICT 17

Link | Zonta International | District 17

Area 6

THAI ZISTERS IN SERVICE,
ADVOCACY AND FELLOWSHIP
by AD Dr. Soipetch Resanond

LDC Training Online:
June 10, 2020 - For Presidents, President-Elect and Vice-President
June 18, 2020 - For Club Treasurers
June 19, 2020 - For Club Secretaries

Area 6 Assignment: Club Officers Installation Ceremony
June 20, 2020, 13.30-15.30hrs. at Berkeley Hotel, Bangkok
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Area 6 Assignment: ZONTA ROSE DAY
June 25, 2020, 13.30-15.30hrs. at Berkeley Hotel, Bangkok

Area 6 Assignment: Annual General Assembly 2020 of Zonta Thailand
August 5, 2020, 13.00-14.30hrs. at Intercontinental Hotel
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FELLOWSHIP NIGHT
August 5, 2020, 18.00-21.00hrs. at Intercontinental Hotel

CLUB VISITS : ZONTA CLUB OF BANGKOK XI
August 19, 2020, at Berkeley Hotel, Bangkok

ACTIVITIES : ZONTA CLUB OF BANGKOK IV
July 25, 2020, 10.00-11.00hrs. at Bhotisattava Shrine
Distribution of Food and Utilities for Community Effected from COVID-19
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CLUB ACTIVITIES : ZONTA CLUB OF BANGKOK X
August 11, 2020, 09.30-11.30hrs at Interlink Ltd.
Project: Distribution of 10.000 Breast Cup for Cancer Patients

ZONTA CLUB OF CHIANGMAI & ZONTA CLUB OF PHITSANULOK
August 15, 2020, 09.30-11.30hrs at Maehia Municipal, Chiangmai Province

Project: Appreciation of Good Deeds (Recognition to Village Health Volunteers (VHV) Fighting for COVID-19)
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Zonta Club

President

Email Address

Manila I

Lourdes C. Pe-Lim

girliepe@gmail.com

Quezon City

Lilia S.D. Raflores

iliasdr@yahoo.com

Mandaluyong-San Juan I

Sandra B. Abad Santos

sbas602@hotmail.com

Greater Rizal I

Rowena C. Plan

rowena.plan@yahoo.com

Manila II

Rachelle G. Religioso

racehellereligioso@icloud.com

Greater Rizal II

Azucena Yao

zeniyao@yahoo.com

De Valle Verde

Corazon A. Padiernos

corapave@gmail.com

Marikina

Marceline F. Clemente

celinefclemente@gmail.com

Manila III

Adela Miranda

adela_miranda1956@yahoo.com

Mandaluyong San Juan II

Shirley A. Pinto

shirley4dmci@gmail.com

Antipolo

Lynn B. Alegre

lynnbartoloalegre@gmail.com

Baliuag

Eva R. Santiago

eve_apple01@yahoo.com

Pampanga

Stephanie Canda

sgct92@yahoo.com

E-Club of the Philippines

Finina Tugade-Castillo

fmtugade.castillo@gmail.com

Metro Greenhills

Fritzie D. Uychiaoco

fritzuph@gmail.com

Singapore

Cecilia Pang

cpangsk@yahoo.com.sg

Hong Kong

Nora Leung

noraleungku@gmail.com

Kowloon

Cecilia Kuk

ceciliakuk@msn.com

Hong Kong East

May Lam

maylam88@gmail.com

New Territories

Anna Lee

leeanna7712@gmail.com

Victoria, Hong Kong

Helen Chen

helenchen@ust.hk

Hong Kong II

Florence Wong

florencewong301@gmail.com

Macau

Amanda Ho

Gtat.amandaWgmail.com

The New Territories II

Maggie Tsui

magtsui@gmail.com

Muar

Venus Geok Eng Phuah

joanphuah36@gmail.com

Cebu 1

Gina Marie Garcia Atienza

gga226@gmail.com

Davao City

Madeline Dizon-Marfori

garcia.gladys.m@gmail.com

Bacolod City

Clarissa L. Araneta

clingaraneta@gmail.com

Ilo-ilo City

Amelita E. Lazzaraga

corady.caling@gmail.com

Cagayan de Oro I

Roena Paulyn Bince

roenabince.1@gmail.com

Zamboanga City

Jennifer Que

jennydque@gmail.com

Cebu II

Cristina M. Garcia

petitegarcia@icloud.com

Ilo-ilo City II

Vedette Tania Ong

vittievet@gmail.com

Davao City II

Belen Gemelo

belendableo063@gmail.com

Cagayan de Oro II

Ma. Consuelo M. Tan

marisol_m_tan@yahoo.com

Tacloban

Evelyn D. Clarin

eveclarin@yahoo.com

General Santos

Dr. Natividad Torre

naty_torre@yahoo.com.ph

AREA 1

AREA 2

AREA 3
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District 17 Club Presidents 2020-2022
Zonta Club

President

Email Address

Baguio

Jhona Legaspi

zontaclubbaguio@gmail.com

Ilocos Norte

Helen C. Pascual

helenpascual1957@yahoo.com

Tuguegarao Foundation

Shelley T. Pascual

shellinda03@gmail.com

Central Tuguegarao

Racquel Reyes Aglaua

kayraglaua@yahoo.com

Aparri

Sheryll Joyce C. Sobrevilla

sheryll_sobrevilla@yahoo.com

La Union, San Fernando City

Victorina Paz Dela Cruz

dvictorinapaz@gmail.com

La Trinidad

Eleanor Fianza

zontalatrinidad@yahoo.com

Nueva Vizcaya

Regina Valino-Valdez

zontavizcaya2019@yahoo.com

Makati & Environs

Vivian T. Uy

viviantuy@yahoo.com

Pasig Foundation

Cecille Oebanda-Pacis

founder@voiceofthefree.org.ph

Muntinlupa & Environs

Elizabeth R. Enverga

elsie_enverga@yahoo.com

Makati Ayala

Mildred Vitangcol

mildred_vitangcol@yahoo.com

Laguna

Emma Alon Marfil

elamarfil@gmail.com

Naga & Camarines Sur

Roslyn Romano

roslyn.multiteknika@gmail.com

Metro Rizal

Cathy Saldana

mlcsaldana@yahoo.com

Metropolitan Pasig

Ruby Banares

ruby_bnc@yahoo.com

Cavite

Maricel Lujero

zonta.cavite@gmail.com

Lucena City & Environs

Marites Pabito

thessmpabito@gmail.com

Las Pinas

Angela Libranda

angela_libranda@yahoo.com.ph

Metro Ortigas

Jennifer Angeles

jennytips@icloud.com

Makati – Paseo de Roxas

Rebecca N. Bucad

rebeccabucad@yahoo.com

Fort Bonifacio

Ana Maria Ordoveza

aordoveza@yahoo.com

Alabang

Rosemarie M. Sicangco

rmsincangco@sicangcolaw.com

Parañaque

Maria Cristina C. Barretto

tintin_barretto@yahoo.com

Pasay & Environs

Clarisse Aeaea Kilboy

clarisse.kilboy@gmail.com

Makati Central Business District

Catalina M. Bagsic

linapoblete@yahoo.com

Makati Legaspi

Arlene Lotilla

lotillaa@yahoo.com

Samar

Sharee Ann

congshareeanntan@gmail.com

Bangkok I

Inthira Sawadpanich

pukkyinthira@gmail.com

Bangkok II

Sumalee Adirek

sumalee.maew@gmail.com

Bangkok III

Saovaros Sermpornviwat

swaros_s@hotmail.com

Khon Khaen

Nantaka Khuntikeo

nantaka01@gmail.com

Bangkok IV

Sangchan Srisahakit

sangchanja@hotmail.com

Bangkok V

Somjit Gansarn

wipawee_scteam@yahoo.com

Bangkok VI

Thawilwadee Bureekul

beebureekul@gmail.com

Chiangmai

Dr.Somboon Suprasert

somboongrandma@gmail.com

Chiengrai I

Pensri Worasuwanarak

pensri8334@hotmail.com

Bangkok VII

Chanunchon Singhasut

Chanunchons@gmail.com

Phitsanulok

Kanittha Sathapornsermsuk

suchindakh@gmail.com

Ratchaburi

Weena Srisunpang

weena0954@yahoo.com

Bangkok VIII

Morakot Chotikul

moragot.chotikul@gmail.com

Bangkok IX

Yuppayao Pheanpanichporn

yupayaop@gmail.com

Bangkok X

Chalida Anuntarumporn

chalida@interlink.co.th

Chum Phae

Chansri Sa-Ngaraeng

nantaka01@gmail.com

E-Club of Thailand I

Orayaporn Karnchanachari

zontaeclubthailand1@gmail.com

Bangkok XI

Tanaporn Fukkhiao

tanapornhaemarit@gmail.com

AREA 4

AREA 5

AREA 6
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Across the Districts
...and More!
UN
Committee

75th Anniversary of
the United Nations:
The Future We Want,
The UN We Need
by PDG Georgitta “Beng” Puyat, D17 UN Committee Chair

Compared to the 100 years of Zonta International and its
suffragette roots in Buffalo, New York, the United Nations
began when 50 country representatives gathered in San
Francisco in June 1945 to deliberate on a charter proposed
by the 5 victorious countries of WWII (Great Britain, China,
France, Russia, and the United States; the 5 permanent
members of the Security Council). Its main purpose was
to maintain international peace and cooperation, develop
friendly relations among nations and promoting social
progress, better living standards and human rights. Later
on October 24, 1945, the United Nations (UN) was formally
ratified by most of the original 50 signatories, with its
membership growing as nations rise and fall through the
decades. There is no other global organization with the
legitimacy, convening power, and normative impact as the
United Nations.

Zonta’s consultative status with the UN and other allied
organizations allows us to lend our unique voice of expertise
and knowledge, gain access to UN resources, and promote
awareness of UN sponsored programs and agencies that
align with Zonta’s mission. As such, Zonta has helped shape
policies and documents that affect and benefit women and
young girls worldwide, such as the CEDAW (Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women) and the Sustainable Development Goal #5 (Achieve
Gender Equality and Empower All Women and Girls).
Despite all the positive strides we have made since the
implementation of Beijing 25+ Platform for Action, the
COVID-19 Pandemic has gripped the world in its mercy.
According to the United Nations Policy Brief: The Impact
of COVID-19, published April 2020; the well-being and
empowerment of women is being affected on every front
on a global scale. Women and girls close to poverty are
badly affected economically with job insecurity and a rise
in unpaid work. Women’s health is adversely affected with
the reallocation of resources and priorities, including sexual
and reproductive health services. Some women and girls
are forced to lockdown with their abusers while support
services are disrupted and made inaccessible. To this date,
it is unknown to what effect the pandemic has on early child
marriages.

The partnership of the UN and ZI is built over decades
of shared goals and history. Helvi Sipila of Finland, ZI
President of biennium 1968-1970, became the first female
Assistant Secretary General of the UN in 1972 at a time
when the leaders in the UN were comprised of 97% men,
and established UNIFEM, now UN Women, in 1976. She
organized the 1st World Conference on Women held on
1975 in Mexico City, preceding the 4th Conference held in
Beijing 1995, and the unanimous adoption of the landmark
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the most
progressive blueprint for advancing women’s and young
girls’ rights.
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40

Biennium 2020-2022 | Issue #1

UN Committee

In a step in the right direction, the UN has asked of Zonta,
and other like-minded allies, to use our collective influence
and talents to reach out and help the women and girls who
are in need in this time of the pandemic. According to the
SDG gender Index, it is said that not one country is on track
to achieve Gender Equality by 2030 and it is predicted that it
will take 100 more years. The pandemic has further pushed
back on that timeline, so it is our duty to make up the ground
we lost and take this as a challenge with enthusiasm and
empathy.
For the United Nations’ 75th anniversary, their theme for the
celebration is “The Future We Want, The UN We Need”.
In January 2020, a global conversation survey was passed
to over a million people from UN member states and the
respondents were broadly united in their priorities for the
future. Their immediate concern was improved access
to basic services (healthcare, safe water, education, etc),
greater international solidarity, and an overwhelming
concern over the climate crisis. While most see the UN as
essential, they also see that the UN needs to change and
innovate to better reflect modern times. This anniversary
comes in a time of great disruption for the world; however,
it is also a reminder that times of struggles can become an
opportunity for positive change and transformation. This is
the future we want, and I hope to see the UN lead the way
to that brighter future.

PDG Beng Puyat

Mitzi Piad, UN Vice Chair, Area 5

UN Message by D17 UN Committee Chair Georgitta ‘Beng’
Puyat, detailing the history of the UN, its relationship with
Zonta, and the future of the United Nations.

COVID-19 on Women and Girls. C) The UN’s Response to
COVID-19. And D) How as a Zontian Should we Respond to
the COVID-19 Pandemic?

The 19 Club Presidents of District 17 Area 5, together with
their Club UN Chairs, then divided into 4 clusters, virtually
expressing their thoughts, their feelings and opinions on a
UN discussion with the following topics:

The Four vital topics by the 350 participants in four cluster
discussed with directness and clarity would reverberate
to promote a culture of peace and love, inspire social
interaction and sharing, and saving future generations.

A) How Can Zontians be Prime Movers in Actions to
Combat Climate Change and its Impacts? B) The Impact of

This was followed by a Special Presentation by the 19 Club
Presidents and 19 UN Club Chairs, joined by DG Chavali and
D17 UN Committee Chair Georgitta Puyat, in their fabulous
UN Costumes, lip-synched to Liza Chan Parpan’s song “We
Can Be Kind”. Through their performance, they relayed the
message “Nobody really wants to go to war because the
power to heal is right here in our hands if we can take care
of each other…if WE CAN BE KIND”.
The celebration ended with a Ceremonial TOAST by DG
Chavali and the participants in their UN Costumes dancing
to multi awardee Australian Theatre Performer Jasmine
Fitzgerald who entertained all with 60’s and 70’s music.
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UN Day Celebration
– Area 1

ZONTA CLUB OF CEBU II MARKS UN DAY WITH
“PEACE AND POETRY: A CELEBRATION OF
HUMANITY”

Hearts welled up while waiting for the start of the UN Day
District 17 Area 1. It was a time of reconnecting, reminding us
that we belong to a bigger family called Zonta International.
Area 1 Director Regina P. Geraldez officially called the event
to order while District Governor Chavali Osathanugrah
welcomed the approximately 150 participants.

Aware that Zonta and the United Nations are synergetic
partners working shoulder to shoulder to empower women
and end gender-based violence, the members of Zonta
Club of Cebu II endeavored to mark this significant 75th
anniversary in a more meaningful and evocative manner.
The virtual session began with a presentation highlighting
the projects undertaken by Zonta International in partnership
with the United Nations. This was followed by members of
ZC Cebu II, led by Club President Elena Young, reading
thought-provoking poems and excerpts from emotive
speeches and literary pieces that dramatized the UN
principles of peace and goodwill. The stage was set with
the first piece read, Excerpts from “A Strategy of Peace”, by
John Fitzgerald Kennedy given at the American University in
1963 just two months after the pivotal Cuban Missile Crisis.
This was followed by readings of three inspiring poems by
author, actress, screenwriter, dancer, poet and civil rights
activist Maya Angelou: “Still I Rise” with its soaring message
of survival, strength, resilience and hope, “A Brave and
Startling Truth” composed for the 50th anniversary of the
United Nations in 1995 which the author dedicated to “the
hope for peace, which lies, sometimes hidden, in every
heart” and “Phenomenal Woman” read by Georgitta Puyat,
Chairperson of the UN Committee of District 17, a piece
that challenges the restrictive notions of feminine beauty
and offers that real beauty comes from self-confidence and
self-acceptance.

Aimee Santos, the National
Program Officer of the Gender
& Gender Based Violence Unit
at United Nations Population
Fund Philippines, shared
the results of the Gender
and Inclusion Assessment
of COVID-19’s Impact on
selected vulnerable sectors
in the Philippines. The study
observed
the
increased Speaker Aimee Santos
participation of males in household work and the increased
labor participation of women outside the home. The study
highlighted the higher vulnerability of women, the disabled
and indigenous people which was made even more evident
due to COVID. She also recommended (a) education
and communication to reduce risks, (b) maintaining and
enhancing reporting and help lines, (c) ensuring protective
services against gender-based violence are operational, and
(d) financial, health, protective and livelihood assistance.
These were based on over 1,000 interviews of the most
vulnerable sectors in the Philippines- women, children, the
elderly. LGBT, etc.

The afternoon concluded on a somber note with the
dramatic reading by Gina Atienza, president of Zonta Club
of Cebu I, of “Boat” by Canadian poet and illustrator Rupi
Kaur, inspired by a photo of the deceased three-year old
who washed up on the shore of Turkey and whose image
became an international symbol of the horrific refugee crisis.

The event concluded with the awarding of the best
Headdress/hat each representing different countries. 1st
Place went to Shirley Licup depicting Thailand, 2nd Place
went to Helen Patricia Gan depicting Philippines and 3rd
Place went to Yollie Aguilar depicting China. The winner for
the best attendance is Greater Rizal 1, with 65% of their
total membership having participated.

DISTRICT 17

Aside from members of Zonta Club of Cebu II the virtual
poetry reading session featured guests from partner
organizations like women’s desk officers, gender and
development personnel from local government units, board
members from mother club Zonta Club of Cebu I, Area 3
Director and Vice Area Director Teresita Apistar and Teresa
Chan respectively, and UN Committee District 17 Vice
Chairperson Esperanza Dacudao.
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Judge Elise Sarmiento Flores was a guest speaker for Zonta
Club of Makati and Environs’ General Membership meeting,
discussing the topic of Child Marriage in the Philippines.
Judge Flores is a fervent advocate of the prevention of child
marriages, and is the Presiding Judge of the Pasig City
Regional Trial Court, Branch 71, one of the Philippines’ pilot
courts for continuous trial.

Cebu and Manila, and tourist areas such as Boracay, Angeles
and Surigao where sex tours are booming businesses.
Many girls are forced into co-habitational arrangements or
trafficked into the mail-order bride industry.
Child marriages greatly reduce opportunities for girls It is
likely the cause of 3 in 4 girls to have children before the age
of 18. It greatly reduces the likelihood of girls completing
secondary school. It may reduce the future earnings of child
brides by 95%. Furthermore, child brides are most likely to
have virtually no decision making powers in the household
and face great risk of violence.

In the Philippines, 15% of girls are married before the age
of 18. 2% are married before the age of 15. According
to UNICEF, the Philippines has the 12th highest absolute
number of child brides in the world with the females in
ARMM, MIMAROPA and SOCCSKSARGEN marrying
earlier than those in other regions. Child marriages are
most prevalent in the Muslim dominated provinces of the
Philippines where the Code of Muslim Personal Laws set
a lower age for marriage- 15 years of age for Males and
12 years of age for Females. In fact, the moment a girl
experiences menstruation, she is considered old enough
to get married. In less progressive-minded cultures, girls
are seen as an economic burden to her parents, and in
order to relieve themselves of this burden, they marry off
their daughters to another family. In Muslim families, the
burden of a dowry incentivizes parents of girls to marry their
daughter at a young age.

Concurring with the views of the UN, the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) is advocating with the Bangsamoro
Transition Authority for the inclusion of the Gender and
Development Code (GAD) and the increase of the legal age
of marriage consent. UNFPA likewise supports the passage
of House Bill 8440.This bill aims to criminalize child marriage
in the Philippines. If enacted into law, perpetrators who
arrange and consent to a child marriage will be punished.
Despite the creation of laws in our country, the key to
preventing child marriage will always be the empowerment
of women and girls through education. As such, femalecentric organizations such as Zonta must focus their efforts
in continuously increasing the opportunities for education
in areas of the world where females are still experiencing
inequalities in status.

Child marriages are driven by gender inequality, the belief
that women and girls are inferior to males. It is driven also
by illegal Trafficking- women and girls are trafficked from the
rural areas of Mindanao and Visayas to urban cities such as
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Public Relations
and
Communications
Committee

Respond, Resolve
and Relate

The PR&C will function within the Biennial Goals to augment
relevant programs, increase and maintain membership by
tapping younger women.

by Nenita “Rita” Dy, Chairman, District Public Relations and
Communications Committee

The PR&C plans will seek to Re-introduce Zonta and launch
a district wide Flagship project, network media exposure of
scholarship programs and update media and social network
of information about the District and Area projects.

The Zonta International through its active District, Areas
and Clubs has sustained an interactive Teamwork and
Collective Leadership to translate its thrust to fight
Violence against Women and related issues and promote
Gender Equality through the Empowered Leadership of
Women.

The PR&C extended its scope by supporting the Zonta
Foundation for Women in its Biennial and Endowment
fundraising campaign through partnership with RCBC
Bankard Diamond Card Rewards and Diamond Cares
programs and the Malayan Insurance We Women
Program, Stela Project.

The Public Relations and Communications Committee
(PR&C) is one vehicle which disseminates these thrusts as it
Responds, Resolves and Relates to the short as well as
long term perspectives and projects necessary to put vision
into reality. “The Link to the, Future is Now. Embrace
the New Normal of Optimism for Women”.

These prioritized action initiatives had been realized after
series of meeting with RCBC and Area Vice Chairmen who
worked under the zeal of very cooperative Area Directors.
The integrated initiatives include the synchronized celebration
of the 16 Days of Activism, where each club re-directs its
events to reconfirm the International and District thrust of
“No to Violence Against Women” and its related issues.
A well- balanced series of events was coordinated.

The District 17 PR&C, through the initiatives of District
Governor Chavali “Pamela” Osathanugrah and PR
Chair Rita Dy in coordination with the Area Directors and
Club Presidents conducted the following:
Organizational
functions:

meeting

to

delineate

roles

One of the initiatives introduced by the PR&C team was
creating a group of 16 empowered and successful
Zontians as endorsers to promote “No to VAW” through
the RCBC Diamond Card Rewards Program. Each day of
the 16 Days of Activism featured a Zontian endorser of
Worth and Dynamism. The RCBC partnership yielded
financial assistance to the Zonta Foundation for Women.

and

1. Respond to the goal of Zonta International to
engage all Zontians all over the world to actively
participate in International and District women
related programs.

The media mileage included billboards, TV interviews,
extensive Facebook posting in D17 and Club FB pages,
other social networks, and traditional tri-media coverages.
All these increase the communities’ awareness of the
programs of Zonta International as well as the District
creating multiplier effects in visibility and public image.

2. Resolve to maximize the PR and Communication
dynamics through a Functional Committee
Organization chaired by Nenita Rita Dy, with
Vice Chairpersons from the six areas in the district,
namely,
Area 1 – Marilyn Del Blanco
Area 2 – Laura Cheung
Area 3 – Mila C. Espina
Area 4 – Susan Carag
Area 5 –Joanne Andrada
Area 6 – Kulchalee Setmtavisubya

After the successful UN day celebrations of the Areas, the
Zontians then craft their events for the 16 Days of Activism,
from November 25 to December 10, 2020. Each club
conceived interesting events within the context of the
current pandemic crisis. Their efforts brought inspiration
Frontliners and Volunteers, especially the women force,
the Icons of Leadership and Service.

3. Relate to the “uncertain times scenario”, the
opportune time for women empowerment and shift
traditional communications to expanded social
media platforms.

After an intensive discussion, the PR&C decided to be
guided by its thrust expressed in the slogan.
“Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy”.
These initial activities led to more sustainable projects to
empower women and work for their emancipation from
domestic violence and work discrimination.
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Finance
Committee

Integrated Financial
Management Training

recording collections and disbursements, which can all be
downloaded for immediate use. E-Payment procedures for
ZI Dues and ZI Foundation donations were highlighted for
easy use.

by Frances “Nahnee” Monje, Chairman, Finance Committee

The Training covered the following topics:
• Overview Information on Zonta International
matters: Zonta Mission, Vision; Membership;
Board’s Fiduciary Responsibilities; Club Board’s
Overall Responsibilities; and Risk Management
• Club Treasurer’s Role, Duties and Responsibilities
• Auditor’s Role
• Types of ZI Dues and Their Payment Procedures
• ZIF Donation Types and Their Purposes
• Financial Management covering: Nature,
Definition, Objectives of Financial Management;
Basic Accounting Practices; Sample Club Chart
of Accounts; Forms and Procedures for Tracking
and Recording Collections and Disbursements;
Bank Reconciliation Process; Types and Samples
of Financial Reports ; and Budget Preparation and
Monitoring. Usable forms and records as well as the
understandable flowcharts and procedural steps for
tracking and recording collections and
disbursements were presented and discussed. The
budgeting process, types of budgets and sample
budget forms were also presented and discussed.
• Outgoing District Treasurer’s Insights

In the early months of the biennium, the Finance Committee
in collaboration with the Leadership Development Committee
completed the conduct of the virtual comprehensive District
17 Club Treasurer’s Training. The Training was conceived to
address the lack or weak knowledge of many of the club
treasurers on how to properly account for and safeguard the
finances of the club. These, I have noted during my stints as
a two termer each as District Treasurer and Chairman of the
District Nominating Committee. The loose handling of club
and project funds can lead to problems.
In the past biennia, the norm was to have a short portion of
the total training time for the various club officers allotted for
the Club Treasurer’s Training focusing only on how to pay for
the International and District Dues. Treasurer responsibilities,
however, are more than these. Hence, a Club Treasurer’s
Training was designed and formulated to provide the club
treasurers and other District officers concerned a practical
guide in handling cash and financial concerns and in
understanding and implementing their responsibilities.

The persons mainly responsible for the preparation and
conduct of the Training were the following: Co-Chairmen of
the Leadership Development Committee; Sonia T. Aquino,
and Carolina V. Balotro; Finance Committee Chairman
Frances S, Monje, District Treasurer and Committee Vice
Chairmen Susan D, Lim and Flerida A. Jimenez. Other
persons involved were PIP Olivia A. Ferry who presented the
Fiduciary Responsibilities of the Board, and Vice Chairman
Finance Committee Panida Pathumarak who discussed the
ZIF Types of donations in the July 18 session for Area 6
participants. The task of translating the salient points of
the training to the Thai Language in the foregoing training
session was done by Jiraporn Bongsatiern, Vice Chairman
Leadership Development Committee. District Governor
Chavali Pamela Osatanugrah gave the opening talk for the
first training session.

The virtual Training was conducted in three sessions via
Zoom attended mainly by Club Treasurers, Assistant
Treasurers, and Vice Area Directors. The first session held
last June 16, 2020 had participants from Areas 1 to 5. On
June 18, 2020, the second session was conducted for
Area 6 participants. The final session was on July 27, 2020
again for Areas 1 to 5 participants. Total participants to the
training sessions was about 150. Gratifyingly, feedbacks
received were positive like “I learned a lot.”, “Very useful.”,
Very helpful,”

A second project of the Committee approved by District
Governor Chavali Pamela Osatanugrah is the preparation
of a District Manual or Guide for the District 17 Treasurer
and Club Treasurer. The project is planned to be completed
within the early months of the second year of the Biennium.
Some materials from the District 17 Club Treasurer’s Training
can be readily included to form the main body of the Manual.
Other relevant materials will just need to be added.

The final Training Handouts were distributed via email to
the Club Treasurers, Assistant Treasurers, and Vice Area
Directors last August 4, 2020, in time to guide them as
they proceed to do their Treasury duties. The Handouts
included usable forms and records for tracking and
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Amelia Earhart
Fellowship
Committee

by Pauline Ng, Chairman, Amelia Earhart
Fellowship Committee

Shuming Wu
Citizenship: China, PR

The ZI website states that globally, women make up around
25 percent of the workforce in the aerospace industry. In an
effort to carry out its mission that women have access to all
resources and are represented in decision-making positions
on an equal basis with men, Zonta International offers the
Amelia Earhart Fellowship.

Proposed Program:
Mechanical Engineering
at Xi’an Jiaotong University

It further stated that the Amelia Earhart Fellowship was
established in 1938 in honor of famed pilot and Zontian,
Amelia Earhart. The US$10,000 Fellowship is awarded
annually to up to 35 women pursuing Ph.D./doctoral
degrees in aerospace engineering and space sciences. It
may be used at any university or college offering accredited
post-graduate courses and degrees in these fields. Since
the program’s inception, Zonta has awarded 1,638 Amelia
Earhart Fellowships, totaling more than US$10.6 million, to
1,209 women representing 73 countries.

Ms. Wu is working on the development of an
advanced aero-engine rotor blade-health monitoring
system using advanced blade tip timing. She is
currently a visiting Ph.D. student at the University of
Oxford and is working on the development of a system
that combines structural and aerodynamic analysis in
the development of an advanced condition monitoring
system.

AE Fellows have gone on to become astronauts, aerospace
engineers, astronomers, professors, geologists, business
owners, heads of companies, even Secretary of the
US Air Force. This biennium ZI is proud to have, Sharon
Langenbeck, an Amelia Earhart Fellow as its 56th President.

Ms. Wu has been awarded the Graduate Fellowship
by IEEE Instrumentation and Measurement Society for
her excellent research in blade vibration measurement
this year. It is envisioned that this work will have a
significant impact on the health monitoring of the
aero-engine blade. Ms. Wu is a student of music and
is learning to play the Chinese Zither.

DISTRICT 17

District 17 is delighted that a candidate from China, PR,
Shuming Wu, was granted a 2020 Amelia Earhart Fellowship.
Ms. Wu received the B.S. Degree in Mechanical Engineering
from Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an, China in 2015 where
she is currently working towards the Ph.D. degree under
the supervision of Prof. Xuefeng Chen. Her research
interests include Blade Health Monitoring using Blade Tip
Timing technology and sparse representation methods for
undersampled data analysis, she has published more than
10 papers around her research area. Shuming Wu started
playing Guzheng (Chinese Zither) since 2015 and usually
spent weekends playing it for the elders and children in the
park.
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Developing Zonta Leaders

On 25 September, Area5 Director Lizette Lim requested
the DLDC to run a session for new members. Since there
were both new and old members in attendance a Members
Briefing, Review and Orientation (MEMBRO) was designed
for 92 attendees.

As Zonta International transitions to changes and new
opportunities, training and development become an integral
program to stimulate personal growth. As biennium 2020
to 2022 approached there was a common perception
among the District leaders that incoming officers must
be prepared to assume their role as Club officers. Some
incoming presidents verbalized this predicament. Given
this situation, the District 17 Pilot Project on Training and
Development was concretized. Buoyed by the advice of
the Task Force, which was organized to counsel the DLDC,
a training program was designed to address the needs of
Zonta officers.

All trainings were conducted via the virtual platform, Zoom
and attendance was encouraging.

by Sonia Tiong-Aquino, Co-Chairman, Leadership and
Development Committee

District 17 Leadership Development Committee
(2020-2022)
Co-Chairmen:
• Sonia Tiong-Aquino, ZC Fort Bonifacio, Philippines
• Carolina Vicente Balotro, ZC Las Piñas, Philippines
Vice Chairmen:
Area 1: Rosario S. Ventura, ZC Quezon City, Philippines
Area 2: Paula Ho, ZC Victoria, Hong Kong
Area 3: Stella Solero-Bernabe, ZC Cebu I, Philippines
Area 4: Mila Catabay-Lauigan, ZC Central Tuguegarao,
Philippines
Area 5: Leslie Tan Rivera, ZC Makati Central Business
District, Philippines
Area 6: Jiraporn Bhongsatiern, ZC Bangkok V, Thailand

The training of officers was conducted within the period
02 June to 25 July. Tagged as Leadership Enhancement in
Action and Development (LEAD), the program was designed
considering the duties and responsibilities pertaining to
each position. There were fourteen sessions which were
participated in by 544 attendees broken down as follows:

Area

Presidents /
Pres-Elect
Vice-President

Treasurers /
Asst.
Treasurers

Secretaries /
Asst. Secretaries /
Directors

1

28

20

34

2

19

8

23

3

28

22

54

4

17

10

54

5

41

31

31

6

22

31

29

Others*

6

9

27

Total

161

131

252

No. of Training
Sessions

6

3

5

Task Force: Training and Development Pilot Project
• Olivia A. Ferry, Past ZI President, ZC Makati & Environs,
Philippines
• Chavali Osathanugrah, District Governor, ZC Bangkok II,
Thailand
• Teresa Lin, Past District Governor, ZC New Territories,
Hong Kong
• Ter Yee Tan, Area 2 Director, ZC Singapore, Singapore
• Palarp Sinhaseni, Past Area 6 Director, ZC Bangkok VI,
Thailand

*Area was not indicated in the recording

When the July Convention acted on matters that were
presented, District 17 Governor Chavali ”Pam” Osathanugrah
convened the DLDC to work out an orientation session. The
session was designed to present the 2020-2022 biennium
goals and discuss the programs at both the district and
international levels. Four sessions were held for 649
attendees, the breakdown of which is
Area

Dates

Attendees

6

29 August 2020

134

1 and 3

1 September 2020

186

4 and 5

3 September 2020

22

2 and others

5 September 2020

10

THE LEARNING
PROGRAMS

FACILITATORS
SESSIONS
(FAS)
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MEMBERS
Briefing,
Review, and
Orientation
(MEMBRO)

Leadership
Enhancement
in Action and
Development
(LEAD)

Pilot
Project:
Training
and
Development

Zonta
District 17
Leaders
Institute
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Zonta
Foundation
for Women

A New Name, A New Image

FOUNDATION

by Teresa Lin, District Ambassador, Zonta Foundation for Women
With effect from October, Zonta International Foundation
changes its name to the Zonta Foundation for Women. The
purpose of the name change is to elevate visibility and better
align the foundation’s name witvh its globally recognized
mission and commitment to women and girls worldwide.

FOR WOMEN

Zonta Foundation for Women. We can use this name to
raise donations internally and externally.
Clubs please note to change the logo of Zonta International
Foundation to Zonta Foundation for Women on all document
the clubs sent out.

The legal name is still Zonta International Foundation.
However, it is allowed to operate under the second name,

EMEN Challenge: District 17 2nd Place Winner

Every Member Every November: 1 November – 1 December 2020
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/every-member-every-november
District 17 placed 2nd in the ZFW district challenge while meeting and exceeding the internal goal of US$30,000. With each
donation member’s make, District 17 will be able to get promoted within the Zonta community. District 17’s team donation
page: http://charity.gofundme.com/zontadistrict17
Challenge One: 1 - 8 November
First eight districts that get 101 donations – DISTRICT 17 RANKED FIRST!
Prize: Featured on the “My Zonta” page. Will also receive Zonta birthday badge on GoFundMe page.
Challenge Two: 10 – 20 November
District that has the most active members make their first ever personal donation to the Foundation during the challenge
period – DISTRICT 17 WON THIS CHALLENGE!
Prize: Special social media mention; Puzzle badge on GoFundMe page.
Final Bonus Challenge: 1 December (Giving Tuesday)
District that raises the most on that day
Prize: Special video message from International President to be sent to governor and foundation ambassador to be shared
with district and posted on Zonta’s YouTube, will also receive a Giving Tuesday badge on GoFundMe page.
Overall Top Districts – DISTRICT 17 PLACED 2nd WITH A TOTAL OF $113,629 RAISED!

DISTRICT 17
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Why Support Zonta Foundation for Women?
1. Our donations extend from club/area/district to Zonta International to create worldwide impacts
2. 100% of our donations go directly to program support
3. You join Zonta for Zonta’s mission and vision. Therefore, we must donate to keep sustainability of the organization
in the long term.
The Biennium Fund
How your donations are used to empower women and girls?
1. International Service Fund
(To donate: https://secure2.convio.net/zonta/site/Donation2?1400.donation=form1&df_id=1400&mfc_pref=T)
2. Education Funds
• Amelia Earhart Fellowship Fund
• Jane M. Klausman Women in Business Scholarship Fund
• Young Women in Public Affairs (YWPA) Award
3. Rose Fund
4. Endowment Fund
The Endowment Fund
Guarantees the sustainability of Zonta as an organization:
1. Your gift helps provide a long-term source of income for the Foundation
2. Interests and earnings from the investments in this fund provide the Foundation with an annual stream of income
to use as it sees fit
3. The principal of the gift is never spent, allowing the Fund to grow over time.

Olivia A. FERRY, Past International President and
Member of International Endowment Committee

“This pandemic, as tragic as it is, has
underscored the value of building a robust
Endowment Fund that will permit us to
continue our work in times of crisis or
periods of economic uncertainty when
donor contributions are scarce and
membership numbers are declining”

Meeting of International Endowment Committee
2018-2020 at the old Zonta office

District 17 Zonta Foundation for Women Ambassadors Committee
Chair: Teresa Lin
Biennium Fund Area 1 Vice Chair:
Lourdes Marasigan

Endowment Fund Area 1 Vice Chair:
Felicidad Umandap

Biennium Fund Area 2 Vice Chair:
Betty Fu

Endowment Fund Area 2 Vice Chair:
Esther Leung

Biennium Fund and Endowment Fund Area 3 Vice Chair:
Stella Bernabe
Biennium Fund and Endowment Fund Area 4 Vice Chair:
Lorna Mandapat
Biennium Fund Area 5 Vice Chair:
Armita Rufino

Endowment Fund Regional Representative and Area 2 Vice Chair:
Lourdes Wallace

Biennium Fund and Endowment Fund Area 6 Vice Chair:
Panida Pathumarak

YOUR SUPPORT

To Donate, please visit:

https://secure2.convio.net/zonta/site/Donation2?1400.donation=form1&df_id=1400&mfc_pref=T
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Membership
Committee

Membership — An Honor and a Privilege
by: Lia Bautista, D17 Lt. Governor 2020-2022

In 1919, Zonta was created to make a difference in women’s rights, ethics in business and world peace. As this holds true
to this day, members believe in Zonta’s Core Values, as follows:

1. Empowering women through service and
advocacy.

Members of Zonta International believe that we will have a better
world when women have access to all resources and are represented
in decision-making positions on an equal basis with men, and
when every women is able to achieve her full potential. Zonta’ main
objectives are gender equality and the empowerment of women. We
empower women worldwide through service and advocacy.

2. Membership is the heart of our
organization.

The commitment, energy and resources of Zonta members enable us
to fulfill our mission and achieve our mission.

3. Members are the public image of Zonta
within the community.

By sharing skills, competencies and experience, every member
provides valuable resources for the club and for the improvement
of women’s lives at the local, national, and international levels.
Members are also crucial to Zonta’s public image within the
community.

Membership in Zonta is an honor and a privilege. Membership is drawn from men and women with experience in a recognized
business or profession. A candidate must be willing to actively support and implement the Objects of Zonta International.
And every member shall be assigned a classification based on the Marian de Forest Membership Manual.
Every member has responsibilities. Regular attendance, participation in club service projects, and support of our international
programs are expected of all members. If called upon for leadership responsibilities, we are expected to serve enthusiastically.
The ZI Biennial Goal #2 is on Membership. ZIP Sharon Lagenbeck set the following goals and said that its successful
implementation will maintain Zonta’s visibility locally and globally. To achieve these goals, we listed below District 17’s action
plan vis-à-vis the ZI biennial goals:
1. Zonta’s membership is central to its success. Growth in membership is always the desired outcome, however,
a more realistic goal in today’s world is to stabilize membership.

ZI Goal
Zonta International, districts and clubs will
work together to focus on membership
retention. This includes maintaining clubs
in the current countries (61 countries as of
January 2020).

District 17 Action Plan
a. Maintain clubs in current countries (6 Countries in D17)
b. Maintain number of clubs, SOM at least 1 Club
c. Increase membership by at least 1 new member per club
per year.

2. Going forward into our second century membership retention is key, yet recruitment of young professionals
remains a focus.

ZI Goal

District 17 Action Plan

Districts are encouraged to hold at least one event
per year with current education award winners and
awardee alumnae. Zonta International will work with the
districts in contacting the awardee alumnae. Awardees
are encouraged to become Zontians and serve as role
models for the next generation of professionals.

DISTRICT 17

a. Hold at least one event per year with current
education winners and awardee alumnae.
b. Encourage awardees to become Zontians.

50

Biennium 2020-2022 | Issue #1

Membership Committee

3. For club members taking on leadership roles, Zonta International’s leadership development program offers
support and training.

ZI Goal

District 17 Action Plan
Work with D17 LDC to develop training programs for:
a. New Member’s Orientation
b. Incoming Officers’ Training

Zonta International will support current and future
leaders through Zonta professional development and
mentoring tools, tailored to individual club needs.

We hope that each one of us find fulfillment in the service that we do. Let us keep ourselves engaged and keep our clubs
active and strong. And let us work together to achieve these goals.

“By joining Zonta International… you have become a part of a strong, active community working to advance the status of women throughout
the world. We are dedicated, we are determined, and we are making a difference. Together we will continue to make the world a better
place for women. Thank you for making a commitment to help women...”
								
– Olivia Aguinaldo Ferry, ZI President 2006-2008
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FEATURED

NOW

“LEAD Trainings and Zontian Hearts”
By
Clarissa Araneta

President, Zonta Club of Bacolod

As Biennium President of Zonta Club of Bacolod 2020-2022, I made it a
point to attend most of the Lead Trainings given last June for Officers and
Members via Zoom meetings. I “Zoomed” in on almost every meeting that I
became a familiar face to the speakers!
At the onset, I felt overwhelmed because of the information I had to absorb
but I am happy I made time to attend the Trainings!
My first experience of Zonta in 2016 was more of fellowship with the Members.
I was invited to attend a Regular Monthly meeting by than President Marilyn
Marañon. My Club is a 52-yr. old Club and most of the members have “been
there and done that”. I remember the members were warm and welcoming.
We had Regular meetings every month. Always organized, the meetings
would end with a good meal. Birthdays celebrated were sure to have extra
special food and always good. Visayans really know how to eat well!
In my second year with Zonta, my Club hosted an Area 3 meeting. The
preparation and outcome of that event was awesome with all the learnings,
fellowships and camaraderie that it fostered.
Our 50th Anniversary, two years ago, was also an experience. Everything
was elegant and done in good taste.
From an initial member, to Recording Secretary, Vice-President and Pres.
Elect to President, I do the responsibilities and tasks given to me well, but I
felt I still lacked the knowledge and skills needed to be an effective President.
Before the LEAD Trainings I had so many questions about what Standing
Committees are and how to set them up, about Z Clubs and Golden Z
Clubs and the different Scholarship programs given by ZI etc...
After the LEAD Trainings I feel
1. Better equipped to navigate the Zonta website should I have a question
in mind.
2. The Pandemic and Zoom meetings have actually made the Zonta world
bigger! Initially I thought that the Pandemic would severely curtail our
Club activities. But learning and using the available technology that we
have today has actually expanded our Zonta world, bigger than we
have ever been able to see it. The irony of it is that we are all locked
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down and confined to our homes! This is our new normal and we must
embrace it.
Our District 17 Governor Pam Osathanugrah and Lt. Gov. Lia Bautista
can now attend Club meetings in all Areas virtually. They were invited to
install the new Officers and Members of my Club by Area 3 Director
Terry Apistar, who herself attended our Installation.
In the past months I have been able to attend the Installations of our
District and International Officers as well as that of our Sister Club,
Makati and Environs and listen to good speakers from other Clubs in
other Areas which was unheard of in the past. It has also allowed me
to have Lead Trainings from the comforts of my home.

“just look for
women who possess
Zontian Hearts”.
These words have
stayed with me and
served me in good
stead.”

3. Aside from the energy and enthusiasm and now the skills and
knowledge I have learned from the Lead Trainings I will need to invite
new members that possess “Zontian Hearts”. These are first and
foremost professional women, who are empowered and have the
desire to serve and be of help to their local communities through
service and advocacy.
In a past Area Meeting in Manila when I was a VP and Pres. Elect, I had a
chance to meet the than Dist. Gov. Teresa Lin and was able to have a short
chat with her. She told me not to worry too much about attracting new
members to my Club. She said, “just look for women who possess Zontian
Hearts”. These words have stayed with me and served me in good stead.
My Club Members, some of whom are in their 80’s have Zontian Hearts.
Once dynamic, empowered and influential leaders of their community, they
are still around today, ready to mentor, inspire and support the new members
that will be coming in. Together with the Lead Trainings and Orientations
for new members that will be given, I look forward to the future batch of
Zonta members of my Club and a future that shows promise despite this
Pandemic!
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Urging for Legal Reform on
Sexual Offenses
By
PZID Winnie Teoh

Zonta Club of Kowloon

Best Practice for Advocacy
Zonta Club of Kowloon took advantage of the invitation from the Hong Kong
government to respond to its consultation paper on sexual offences and
in October 2020, we submitted our views on the Proposed Introduction of
Offences on Voyeurism, Intimate Prying, Non-consensual Photography of
Intimate Parts and Related Offences.
In Hong Kong, the sexual offenses laws have been used for more than 60
years, and a lot of it is incomplete. Notwithstanding suggestions from the
Law Reform Commission over a number of years, the Government has not
implemented any reforms & the delay is highly unsatisfactory.
Led by the Advocacy & Legal Committees, members of Zonta Club of
Kowloon thoroughly discussed the proposed changes and have agreed, for
the protection of women & girls, to advocate the following:

• Offenders should be prosecuted irrespective of their motives.
• For non-consensual photography of intimate parts, both ‘up skirting’ & ‘down blousing’ should be included.
• Offenders should not be allowed to argue on ground of reasonable excuse, as this would create ambiguity to escape
conviction.
• The victims’ consent would be required for the distribution of images of intimate acts.
• Once prosecuted, details of the offenders should be included in the ‘Sexual Conviction Record Check Scheme.’ This
would enable employers to check whether eligible employees have any criminal records of sexual offences.
Through the above effort, Zonta Club of Kowloon hope that we can urge the Hong Kong Government and the Justice
Department to implement necessary legal reforms. With development of media channels & cyberspace, we need to safeguard
the privacy of women & girls. The trauma inflicted on victims can be lifelong, and it can crush the victims’ self-esteem forever.
This advocacy effort is part of our overall campaign for “Zonta Says No to Violence.”
Zonta Club of Kowloon announced sponsorship of research on ‘Women’s experiences of violence in Hong Kong’
Violence against women is a global concern and updated statistical data in Hong Kong is severely lacking for policy planning
and prevention work. The need for scientific research study on domestic violence & sexual violence in Hong Kong is urgently
called for.
Zonta Club of Kowloon is pleased to announce sponsorship of a research project named “Women’s experiences of violence
in Hong Kong” proposed by the Hong Kong Women’s Coalition on Equal Opportunities. This Coalition is a working group
formed by 8 NGOs focusing on women issues in Hong Kong.
The role of Zonta Club of Kowloon is both a sponsor & a joint advocator. The research will be developed by Associate
Professor Annie CHAN Hau Nung from Lingnan University. The whole research will take the form of a questionnaire survey to
collect responses from 1200 respondents as well as 6 focus group interviews. After completion,
the report will make recommendations for improvement in the policy on combating violence
against women & remedies to survivors of domestic & sexual violence. Hong Kong Government
& relevant government bodies such as Police, Hospital authority, Department of Justice, Social
Welfare Department, social welfare organizations & civil rights societies can use the research
findings to improve their planning polices & servicing for victims.
The report, when completed, will be sent to relevant government bodies & advisory bodies,
members of the Legislative Council, political parties & women groups. A press conference is
(see Urging for Legal Reform, Page 55)
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The Angels Have Landed
By
AD Lizette Jean F. Lim

Zonta Club of Metro Ortigas

Dial 9 and you get 9 angels in disguise. They’re actually Zontians.
You meet all kinds of people everywhere and some become your friends and
some remain as mere acquaintances.
In the world of Zonta there is one common denominator... travel.
We serve.. we work.. we study.. we lobby.. we support.. we protect.. we
care but at the end of the day we all love to travel.
And it is so for these 9 women who found themselves in each other”s
company seeing the world... seeing the sites local and international.
But friendship beyond borders.. Our hearts beat as one.
When an appeal for help came from a former brother and professor in the
school where the eagle has landed—Ateneo University, it was not hard for
these women to shell out money for the tablets of the young Aetas in the
mountains of Tarlac.
Left on their own this community of indigenous people is what you would
call the forgotten people of society—naiwan sa laylayan ng lipunan.

And their only chance to better their lives is to have an education. But even in the local college that they attend they feel the
disparity and the discrimination as they’re the only ones without a gadget.
To the rescue are the roadtrip angels who got them their tablets,
A tribe in Kalinga Apayao had no recourse but to sell their heirlooms just to survive the lockdown. They could not hunt for
food. They are a proud group of people and will not ask for help unless really necessary.
And when the angels heard about this sad plight in the mountains, wings fluttered and help was on its way.
In less than a heartbeat, pledges were made and financial assistance extended.
In Zonta we believe that we are to work with like minded organizations. But not only do we have a group of like minded
women who do all of these, but they also love to travel and sprinkle love wherever they go. These are the road trip angels.
Do you believe in angels? I do..

Urging for Legal Reform on Sexual Offenses (from page 54)
planned around Women’s Day 2022 & representative of Zonta Club will be
invited to attend.
A cheque presentation ceremony was held during our Business Meeting
on 27 February 2021. Advocacy Chair Winnie Teoh invited Club President
Cecilia Kuk to present the cheque to Sisi Liu, representing Hong Kong
Women’s Coalition on Equal Opportunities. This research proposal is part
of ZC Kowloon’s campaign on Zonta Says No. Our members took the
opportunity to confirm our support for ZSN campaign.
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Gadget Mo, Sagot Ko:
Giving Girls A Fighting Chance
By
Helga Anne Treasure L. Ayuyang
Zonta Club of Central Tuguegarao

On June 1, 2020, the entire Zontian Community entered Biennium 2020-2022
with the international theme “Transitions, Changes and New Opportunities”
and district theme, “The Link to the Future is Now. Embrace the New
Normal with Optimism for Women.” – very fitting considering the novel
COVID-19 health crisis, which the whole world is currently experiencing.
Driven by this theme, and faced with the trying times, the Zonta Club of
Central Tuguegarao (ZCCT) stepped up and met the challenges head-on.
One of those many challenges is access to education during this pandemic.
In the Philippines, there are millions of young students who are supposed
to be enrolled by October 2020. However, due to the shift in the modes
of delivery of information, from face-to-face to modular or online learning,
those who belong to the marginalized have less and less opportunities to
study, because they cannot afford the gadgets needed. The Club knew
that there is a need to reach out and give assistance to poor but deserving
youngsters in Tuguegarao City, Cagayan.
The Club, through its Z/Golden Z Club and Education Committees, launched
the Gadget Mo, Sagot Ko Project (a Filipino phrase meaning “I’ll take care
of getting you a gadget”), with the objective of helping bridge the access to
online learning for young students coming from indigent families. The Club
utilized its Facebook Page in soliciting old, but still usable gadgets to be
given to indigent students. At first, only the members responded to the call
and some even donated in cash. It was slow, but because of the persistence
of the members in posting and sharing this drive on social media, it began to
gain traction until it caught the attention of several organizations. They saw
it as a novel, relevant and meaningful project. With its strong community
ties with other like-minded and service-oriented organizations, it was not
difficult for the Club to form partnerships with the Local Government of
Tuguegarao City, the Sangguniang Kabataan (Youth Council) Federation
of Tuguegarao City, HackTheNorth.ph, Tuguegarao City – Cagayan Dental
Chapter and Yokohama.
As soon as a small number of donated gadgets were gathered, the
distribution started. There was an urgency to deliver the gadgets to the
students who would soon go to school. There were only eight (8) gadgets
available in the first batch, but the Club went forward to distribute. The
activity was posted in the Club’s Facebook Page with captions narrating
experiences with the beneficiaries. When people saw the Club members in
action, handing out gadgets to the young students, and seeing their poor
living conditions, donations of used gadgets and cash began to flow. This
enabled the Club to have distribution in batches on a weekly basis, with a
minimum number of eight (8) units per batch. Soon, the number of gadgets
rose to twenty (20) per batch. Most donations from the different parts of the
country and abroad are given in cash. The money was used to purchase
brand new cellular phones that are compliant with the specifications required
by the Department of Education and Commission on Higher Education.
Our partners, the Local Government of Tuguegarao City and its Sangguniang
Kabataan Federation, primarily act as the Club’s 1st stage screening body
as they are in the most strategic position to know who, among the young
students of Tuguegarao City, are qualified to be beneficiaries. They visit
the applicants, check their backgrounds and validate the legitimacy of their
requests for donation of gadgets.
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Another partner, the HacktheNorth.ph, home of the Tuguegarao Consortium
(TCON) and the largest ICT IT Security Conference in Northern Philippines,
serves as the Club’s cyber guardian. They ensure that all the gadgets,
especially those that are pre-loved, are safe and in good working condition.
Meanwhile, the gadgets also came with a Learning and Hygiene Kit
containing a Yokohama backpack or clear bag, notebooks, face shield,
Zonta facemask, dental implements, and even cute little Zonta button pins
that brought delight to the young beneficiaries.
The Tuguegarao City – Cagayan Dental Chapter (TCDC) not only donated
gadgets, but also gave the above dental implements such as toothbrushes,
tubes/sachets of toothpaste and leaflets promoting dental health.
When Zisters from the Zonta Club of Makati Paseo de Roxas and ILead
Tuguegarao learned of the project, they sent around forty-five (45) gadgets
and joined in the distribution. The Club members are truly grateful of the
outpouring support.
It is a heartwarming experience to see the youngsters’ eyes light up, or
cry tears of joy as they receive their gadgets and kits. However, it is not
a hit-and-run activity. The club does not just hand over the gadgets, take
pictures, and then leave. While being very mindful of health protocols, it is
important for the club to get to know its beneficiaries.
During its distributions, the club discovered just how poor, struggling and
downtrodden our youngsters really are, but most of them are very smart.
Some are on top of their classes or have some kind of scholarship grant.
However, their economic conditions, especially during the pandemic have
threatened their ability to attend school. Their parents, just like so many
parents, have intermittent or have permanently lost their jobs. Some
students are single moms who have not given hope in finishing high school
and getting a degree for the sake of their children. One might not believe
that in these modern times, a young girl lives with her mother in a structure
formerly used to house livestock. Club members were heartbroken when
she said, in a quiet voice, that it used to be a pigpen.
All these dire conditions that face the young beneficiaries serve as a driving
force for the the Club to work harder and to urge the community to help
these girls. With their sheer determination, these young girls will surely
thrive. They simply need a fighting chance. The Club members have braved the heat and rain to give them that chance.
As of September 30, 2020, the Club has distributed around 75 gadgets given in 7 batches. More gadgets are on hand and
ready to be distributed in the following months.
The ZCCT membership is full of empowered young professionals guided by the wisdom of its senior members. The Club
members know that they have to make use of various platforms to inform more people of this project and get more help.
They work enthusiastically to get as many likes, shares and follows for the Club’s Facebook Page so that the shout-outs
can be heard as far as possible and can touch as many people as possible. By the end of September, the Club’s page has
around 2,900 followers, 2,800 total page likes, 3,000 page views and 33,500 page reach.
It has an online talk show called All About Eve… but that’s another story.
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Z and Golden Z Clubs Hold
Peace Webinar
Z and Golden Z Clubs of Saint Michael’s College of Laguna (SMCL) in
collaboration with Zonta Club of Laguna conducted a Peace Webinar
in celebration of the International Day of Peace on September 21.
The webinar focused on the theme, “Shaping Peace Together”, aimed to
celebrate the day by spreading compassion, kindness and hope in the face
of the pandemic. This is the Z and Golden Z Clubs’ initiative to stand together
with the UN against attempts to use the virus to promote discrimination,
hatred, and misjudgments.
“Peace is elusive, but we will try to achieve it. This is a call for us to spread
compassion, kindness, hope, and peace in the most difficult times. This
pandemic should not stop us from spreading love and building a kinder
world for everyone, “elucidated by DG Chavali Pam Osathanugrah.
The webinar, attended by Zontian dignitaries and Presidents of the different
Clubs, had DG Chavali Pam Osathanugrah as the keynote and guest of
honor and AD Lizette Jean Lim as the resource speaker. AD Lim expounded
on the theme of the event and shared her valuable thoughts and views on
achieving peace as members of Z and GZ Clubs.
Moreover, Z and Golden Z Clubs presented their activities such as the
distribution of the Peace Newsletter, launching of the Girls and Women’s
Spaces in Facebook, Messages of Peace from Z and Golden Z alumni and
the merchandiZe of masks and peace beads for the benefit of the teenmothers of the College’s adopted community.
The attendees recited the Pledge of Commitment led by SMCL President,
Dr. Lourdes Almeda-Sese.
The event concluded with the Ring for Peace ceremony composed of a
minute of silence and a minute of noise to show support to all victims of
human injustice. The ringing of the bells was observed around the world.
The webinar was initiated, organized, and hosted via Google Meet by the
officers of Z and Golden Z Clubs.
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Empowering Girls in the Social Media:
International Day of the Girl-Child
By
Lalang Hu Mga Laga

Zonta Club of Metro Greenhills

1 in 6 young Filipinas… are married off before they
reach the age of 18 years old (United Nations Population Fund).

These marriages are referred to as early, forced or child marriage.
In Mindanao, child marriages abound as part of indigenous culture. They
often go unreported. The education of girls are disrupted as they suddenly
forced to act as a wife to a man {often twice or three times their age) and,
consequently, early motherhood.
To help raise awareness on the value of putting girls’ welfare and education
first and preventing child marriages, Zonta Club of Metro Greenhills and
Lalang Hu Mga Laga (Stories of Women Campaign) partnered for a brave
initiative. This activity report is about the first webinar they conducted. If
resources allow, the webinar will a series and will be held monthly.
Lalang Hu Mga Laga was formed only in March 2020 when a group of
young women and girls, including Shania (previous page), Rica and Roselyn
(photos on the left) participated in the study conducted by Carol Dawonlay,
an artist-musician and development worker based in Mindanao.
The group produced a booklet of stories on the gender-based violence
cases in the community where Shania, Rica and Roselyn live, where most
gender-based violence cases are settled “amicably” (although prohibited
by Philippine law) between parents/relatives of the victim and the offender.
This young group, counting cases in the community, confirmed that 6 out
of 10 girls and 5 out of 10 young women are victimized by rape and incest.
Many of the girls are also forced into marriage as gifts and cash are received
by the girl’s parents from the would-be husband who sometimes belong
to their own kin. For the community, this could be survival and cultural
preservation, but for the girls this is much more that they can bear. This is
disempowering.
Shania, Rica, Roselyn and Lyn (without photo) participated in the October
11 zoom conference livestreamed in Facebook and listened to the speakers
and hosts talk about issues important to them.

Meet Shania, a brave 15-year-old member of Lalang Hu Mga
laga.

Lalang Hu Mga Laga member Rica is 17 years old and in
Grade 9.
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Group leader Roselyn is 21 years old and in Grade 10.
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Empowering Girls in the Social Media

Professor Melanie Reyes, Chairperson of the International Studies
Department of Miriam College, and former Coordinator of the Women and
Gender Institute (WAGI) gave pointers on how young women and girls can
be smarter netizens and balance between self-development and life in the
social media.
Professor Yuri Domingo, Chairperson of the Social Orientation and
Community Involvement at the International Relations Department of the
Lyceum of the Philippines explained how young women and girls can protect
themselves from online predators, keep their privacy and avoid victimization.
Both speakers articulated the importance of empowering one’s self with
knowledge, vigilance and social media networks and friends who care for
each other.
Zonta Club of Metro Greenhills President Fritzie Uychiaco hosted the
entire event, keeping everything together with technical support by
Miles Lozare. Carol Dawonlay also joined in some of the discussions.
What makes this webinar special:
• First webinar held by Lalang Hu Mga Laga;
• First time the Lalang members participated in a webinar;
• First time they listened to and heard of gender issues, child marriage
and ways to protect themselves from harm online;
• First time for this REAL community of indigenous young women and
girls to begin to find civil society virtual face-to-face support outside of
their community; and,
• This is the beginning of amplifying the voices of the indigenous young
women and girls in Mindanao.
Zonta support for the Online Webinar-Concert:
Php 9,600 (band talent fees and food 6,000 pesos, mobile/internet load for
the 5 members 1000, food allowance 2,600 for members)
(Remaining Php40,400 is allotted for purchase of a quality DSLR camera
set for documentary filmmaking)
Supporting Sponsors:
• Internews for the cellphones used to connect
• Meedan Foundation for previous support on the short films posted in the
page
• Maypole Fund for the community study and booklet
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Tuklas Karunungan sa Kaisipan

Transitioning to Online Learning as the “New Normal”
By
CP Rosario Calixto Chavez

When COVID-19 became a pandemic, colleges and universities all over
the world had to quickly transition to online learning. The internet was the
only safe way by which teachers could reach their students. Things even
became more complex when teachers were faced with the challenge of
learning to become effective communicators by designing modules using
digital tools and students had to be equipped with computers and given
access to internet.

Zonta Club of Parañaque

EDUCATION
OUR MAIN THRUST FOR BIENNIUM 2020-22...

.....our way of empowering WOMEN & GIRLS by
transforming learning and teaching through digital education
under the NEW NORMAL.
TRANSITIONS, CHANGES & NEW OPPORTUNITIES

TUKLAS
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A FLAGSHIP PROJECT FOR BIENNIUM 2020-22

The lockdown, quarantine and restrictions intended to contain the virus
and infections that were continuously rising prompted the Zonta Club
of Parañaque to re-think their priorities and focus on areas of activities
where they can best serve their community with great impact, taking into
consideration their limited resources.
With Zonta International’s theme for 2020-2022, “Transitions, Changes and
New Opportunities” and District 17’s 3Rs, Recover, Rebuild and Rehabilitate,
there was no doubt that with EDUCATION as its main thrust, the Zonta
Club of Paranaque under the leadership of Ma Cristina C. Barretto can best
achieve its objective of “TRANSITIONING TO ONLINE LEARNING AS THE
NEW NORMAL” , with the highest impact on the lives of every Filipino.
Thus the launching of “Tuklas Karunungan sa Kaisipan, the Zonta Club of
Parañaque’s flagship project with Charter President Rosario Calixto Chavez
as Chair! “Tuklas Karunungan sa Kaisipan” is the club’s way of empowering
women and girls under the “new normal” by transforming learning and
teaching through digital education for the Biennium 2020-2022”.
PARTNERSHIP WITH KAISIPAN, INC
To carry out this flagship project, the club partnered with Kaisipan Inc., a
not-for-profit organization based in Florida USA. Kaisipan, Inc, represented
by its President, Dr Maria A Beebe, a fellow Filipina Women’s Network (FWN)
Most Influential Women awardee of CP Chito in 2019.
Kaisipan Inc is composed of partner individuals and institutions whose
shared vision is transforming learning and teaching through digital
educational technology. Their mission is digital capabilities for all Filipino
educators. Using the iLEARN, iCREATE, iSHARE as digital capabilities
framework for teaching and learning Filipino educators, Kaisipan Inc shall
take care of enhancing educational opportunities and career awareness for
the club’s beneficiaries through direct participation in their digital learning
and teaching programs.

https://www.kaisipan.org

IMPACT OF THE
TUKLAS

NUNISIPGAAN N
KARUSA
KA
A FLAGSHIP PROJECT FOR BIENNIUM 2020-22

The flagship project continues to benefit:
• 44 public schools with 110,000 students in Parañaque City
through ongoing WEBINARS
• 45 scholars, 18 years and above (15 successful applicants
each) from Centro Escolar University, Las Piñas, Philippine
Women’s University, Manila and Parañaque public schools
through the MASTER CLASS GRANTS

Our teachers will have priority
to sign up for master teacher
courses in digital learning/ed
technology, and access to the
open educational resources
(e-library). Our students can
sign up for developing a
growth mindset and other
social emotional workshops.

TRANSITIONS, CHANGES & NEW OPPORTUNITIES
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Tuklas Karunungan sa Kaisipan

COURTESY CALL ON THE MAYOR OF PARANAQUE
February 16, 2021
And to validate the highest impact that this flagship project will create on
its beneficiaries, nine members and officers of the Zonta Club of Parañaque
paid a Courtesy Call on the Parañaque City’s Mayor Honorable Edwin
Olivarez on February 16, 2021 to formally present “Tuklas Karunungan sa
Kaunlaran, for partnership. By partnering with the local government, the club
is assured of the far-reaching effects of “Tuklas Karunungan sa Kaunlaran”,
to 44 public schools (elementary and high school), with 110,000 students
as its beneficiaries. It was nice to note that the club does not have to
worry about raising funds to provide computers and internet access to its
beneficiaries as the local government has already provided these. To show
his full support to the project, the Mayor even assigned a dedicated local
coordinator for schools.
DRAW MOA WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
A Memorandum of Agreement with the Department of Education (Division
Superintendent of Schools Parañaque) and the local government is now
being worked out to ensure the sustainability of this flagship project of the
Zonta Club of Parañaque, with Kaisipan, Inc, developing and delivering the
modules, courses and instructional materials for the perfect blend of digital
learning and teaching and the Division Superintendent of Schools allowing
the Kaisipan instructors to act as guest lecturers in the public schools and
identify teachers who will help in the project.
CONDUCT SERIES OF WEBINARS
MASTER CLASS, A BETTER ALTERNATIVE TO “SOAP OPERAS”
DURING OUR STUDENT’S FREE TIME
For its first project, forty five (45) scholars (eighteen years and above)
consisting of fifteen (15) successful applicants each from Centro Escolar
University, Las Piñas, Philippine Women’s University, Manila and public
schools from Parañaque continue to enjoy free all-access pass to an
incredible catalog of 85 + classes of Master Class, a USD 180 value course,
taught by the world’s best in their respective fields, i.e. creative writing,
sports, cooking. politics, economics, leadership, photography, to name a
few.
OVERCOMING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS THROUGH
EARLY EDUCATION
The webinar with its theme “Overcoming Violence against Women and
Girls through Early Education” was our way of showing our support to
Zonta’s 16 Days of Activism (November 25 to December 10, 2020).
We are taking a stand! We believe that prevention, addressing the
structural causes, as well as the risk and protective factors, associated
with violence–is pivotal to eliminating violence against women and girls
completely.
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Tuklas Karunungan sa Kaisipan

MORE WEBINARS!

FWN PINAYTWEENS BOOK CLUB
100 Pinay Girls who will one day influence the world
Three authors of the Disrupt Leadership books met with scholars every two
weeks via Zoom to inspire and share their leadership stories.
LATEST WEBINARS

REACHING OUT TO AREAS WITHOUT INTERNET CONNECTION
In cases where internet connection is not available in an area or where
students are unable to continue schooling because their parents are poor
and cannot afford to buy computers and get internet connection, the Zonta
Club of Parañaque came up with “Zonta Helps” project in Patac Elementary
School in Ilocos, with 120 students as beneficiaries.
The club provided the printers, bond papers, laminating machines and other
printing paraphernalias needed to produce modules for distribution to the
homes of the students.
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An Affair to Remember

“ A Lovely Thanksgiving Christmas and New Year Celebration”
Governor Pam hosted what will go down in Zonta history as the first district virtual musical celebration featuring Filipino and
Thai performers last December 28, 2020.
This unprecedented milestone was not only a show of appreciation for what everyone accomplished during this pandemic
but a validation of the phenomenal success of District 17 as a team!

DISTRICT 17
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DISTRICT

GOVERNOR

CHAVALI PAMELA OSATHANUGRAH

15 June 2021

Dear District 17 Zontians,
Nearly two years have passed since the last amazing and successful 20th Zonta International District 17 Conference
took place in Hong Kong. We are now extending to you all a warm invitation to the 21st District Conference to be
held in Bangkok on 17-20 September 2021, and for the first time, electronically. Prior to the Conference proper,
we will be holding electronic pre-Conference events, such as Orientation, Meet-and-Greet the Candidates, Voting
on Amendments to the District ROP, and Election of Candidates.
This is a novelty for all of us, but we will do our best to bring to you a wonderful and memorable experience. I am
very much aware we are all longing for the physical face-to-face meetings and fellowship of past years. But we will
now have to manage under the ‘new normal’ in order for all of us to remain safe. Therefore, the theme for this
21st District Conference is ‘Unity and Safety’.
At this Electronic Conference we will continue to:
• review our clubs’ accomplishments of the past year;
• meet virtually fellow Zontians as we are a large District with over 2,500 members ; and for many of us, to rekindle
existing friendships;
• elect District leaders for the 2022-2024 Biennium
• meet our Zonta International President Sharon Langenbeck who will deliver her keynote address at the
Opening Ceremony;
• meet our International Representative and Board Liaison Zonta International Vice President Salla Tuominen
who will attend our Business Plenary Sessions and deliver a message;
• better understand Zonta’s position towards women's and girls’ current situation worldwide;
• better understand why our gift to the Zonta Foundation for Women ‘s International Services and Programmes
and Endowment Fund is crucial for our organization to support and empower women and girls through Education
and other livelihood Services;
• participate in the District Governor’s Awards Presentation;
• see the Photo Exhibition by clubs.
May I take this opportunity to ask you all to support our Conference, and to support our fellow Zontians who have
in the past year amidst the Covid-19 been working tirelessly on projects and endeavors to fulfill the objects of
Zonta International and of our beloved District. This Conference will be virtual, and with the help of advanced
technology, we are preparing for you all the latest digital and memorable experience.
I hope to welcome as many of you as possible at this forthcoming Electronic 21st Zonta International District 17
Conference - a ‘first’ for us all. Let us share this experience together.
With best wishes and warm regards,

CALL TO THE 21st
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CHAVALI PAMELA OSATHANUGRAH
District 17 Governor
2020-2022 Biennium
DISTRICT 17

UNITY AND SAFETY

CALL TO
CONFERENCE
| BANGKOK, THAILAND

All registrations must be made ONLINE and is available at
https://go.soldoutt.com/zonta

RECOVER
REBUILD
REHABILITATE

21 ZONTA INTERNATIONAL
DISTRICT 17 CONFERENCE
LET US EMBRACE THE NEW NORMAL WITH
OPTIMISM FOR WOMEN

